
A complete photographic guide to game birds, 
look-alikes, and globally threatened bird species 
in Lebanon
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Foreword

2016 was a monumental year for Hunting in Lebanon. It saw the 
implementation of the Law #580/2004 which is the first significant 
update to Lebanese hunting law since the 1950s. To go alongside 
the law, this book is extremely useful. It is an extensively illustrated 
resource that explains all there is to know about game bird hunting 
in Lebanon. This guidebook provides an in-depth primer for new or 
aspiring hunters and offers a refresher course for those more experi-
enced. It gives a description of the bird species, details of habitats 
where a species is typically found, provides a calendar of a species’ 
presence through the year, together with additional information on 
conservation and occurrence. It gives a solid understanding of 
game birds that are legal to hunt during the hunting season and 
provides details of lookalike bird species that should under no 
account be hunted. It also provides a review of a selection of global-
ly threatened species in the country that are protected not only by 
the Lebanese law but also by the international laws and conven-
tions. Data has been provided by the authors: Professor of Ornitho-
logy Ghassan Ramadan-Jaradi and Mr. Fouad Itani. A high number 
of the stunning images have been provided by acclaimed outdoor 
photographer Fouad Itani, these beautiful images make this guide-
book much more than an instructional book. It will give the pursuit 
of game birds a new sense of appreciation, emotion, and identity 
and will increase the sense of responsibility towards the conserva-
tion of the threatened and ecologically important species.

Tarek El Khatib
Minister of Environment 
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INTRODUCTION

Lebanon is located on a major migration flyway, this means a good 
number and variety of birds pass through or winter in the country each 
year. Of all these birds, it is permitted to hunt thirteen species of birds in 
Lebanon, making the country a haven for hunting enthusiasts. 
Game birds in Lebanon can be found anywhere across the country, in 
wetlands, agricultural land, forests and other varied habitats. Hence, 
birds can currently be hunted anywhere in the country, provided the 
shooting is at least 500 meters away from any human settlement or 
infrastructure and from protected areas and historical sites. 
Regardless of the bird species being pursued, the law makes it illegal to 
use for hunting: decoys, call recordings, smoke, poison, toxic gas, and 
dead trees on roofs under spot lights. In addition, any kind of bird hunt-
ing at night, any kind of bird hunting with nets, traps, lime sticks or any 
means of tricking birds are prohibited. 
Garganey, Eurasian Teal and Mallard are the only ducks legal to be 
hunted in Lebanon, even though several more species are present at 
different times of year. Ducks are usually associated with water and 
wetland habitats, but other game birds are typically found on more 
solid ground. Quails and Partridges resemble small chickens in 
general shape and form, these birds are usually encountered on the 
ground; either alone, in pairs, or in groups called “coveys” or “flocks.” 
These birds typically would rather walk or run than fly. There are a 
further eight game bird species permitted for hunting in Lebanon. 
These birds are found in a variety of habitats, some in open country and 
agricultural land, and others in forests. Some are found in flocks, others 
as individuals and they have varied behaviours. These species are: Mistle 
Thrush, Song Thrush, Fieldfare, Woodpigeon, Stock Dove, Chaffinch, 
Calandra Lark and Woodcock. 
This hunter’s photographic guidebook also deals with eleven look-alike 
species that are forbidden to be hunted, but could unfortunately be 
mistaken for the respective bird species allowed to be hunted as per the 
above. The guide covers further seventeen globally threatened species 
that are strictly protected from hunting or illegal persecution.
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ABOUT THE TEXT

Our aim is to offer some information needed by hunters, forest guards and 
the Interior Security Forces to identify the species allowed for hunting during 
the hunting season and those that are not permitted for hunting due to their 
rarity or vulnerability. We have focused on the features that are important for 
identification, in some cases you may need to refer to the “Bird Topography” 
to learn some of the technical language. 

For each species, we have indicated if it is legal to be hunted or not. A green 
rectangular box on top of the page explains that the species is allowed for 
hunting. It is not permitted to hunt any species other than those listed here. 

The scientific (Latin or Greek) name is given, followed by the English and 
Arabic (local Lebanese name is given, if available) name, and the family to 
which the species belongs to. Also given is the Length (from tip of the bill to 
the tip of the tail), wingspan (the length between the 2 tips of open wings) 
and the weight in grams. 

The conservation status of the species is given in accordance with the BirdLife 
International and IUCN classification. It is not allowed to hunt any bird that 
features on the IUCN Red List and these species are protected by the Hunting 
Law of Lebanon number 580/2004.

The bag limit is indicated for the game birds. For look-alike and threatened 
species, there is no bag limit since these species are illegal to be hunted. 

Types of threats at national level are provided for each bird listed and the 
seasons of occurrence as well as rough distribution of species are specified. 
We have not provided exact locations, this is intended to save game birds 
from over exploitation and non-game bird species from persecution.

The Table shows the absence/presence and size of occurrence of the species 
during the whole year cycle. The cypress green color is given to resident
breeders, olive green to summer breeders, light blue to passage migrants, 
dark blue to winterers, pink to non-breeding summer visitors and dark 
orange to vagrants.  The size of the coloured bar relates to occurrence; a full 
bar if the bird is common, ¾ if uncommon, ½ if scarce and ¼ if rare.

Finally, the most important clues and tips (in bold) are given to help easy and 
fast identification of the bird species.





Notes on Game Birds and Bag Limits 

The list of game bird species and the appropriate bag limits in Leba-
non have been adopted taking into account local and international 
legislation and bird populations. Both the game species and bag 
limits may be subject to change in the future should regulations 
change or bird populations increase or decrease. It is up to the 
hunter to make sure he keeps up to date with the relevant hunting 
legislation specifically the decision related to the opening of the 
hunting season that the Minister of Environment issues each year. 
The authors cannot be held responsible for any hunter that does 
not keep abreast of relevant legislation. 
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Globally Threatened and Near Threatened Species: 

It should be noted that of all the species recorded in Lebanon up to 
the end of 2017, 17 of these are considered to be Globally Threat-
ened (at the time of writing). We have presented those species that 
are classified as Vulnerable, Endangered or Critically Endangered or 
likely to be confused with Game Species. 
The Reader should note that there are a further 22 Near Threatened 
Species known from Lebanon. The majority of these species would 
be hard to be mistaken for a game bird, though it should be noted 
that these birds are reasonably common and the reader should 
exercise due caution and not hunt or disturb these species (see the 
table below).
It should also be noted that the IUCN Redlist status for any species 





can change as they are reviewed on an annual basis. Therefore, the 
list of Globally Threatened Species present in Lebanon is subject to 
change. 
Readers should be aware that the hunting law in Lebanon makes it 
illegal to hunt a species that is on the IUCN Redlist. Please note that 
the species that are legal to be hunted now, may change in the 
future. It is up to the hunter to make sure he keeps up to date with 
the relevant hunting legislation specifically the decision related to 
the opening of the hunting season that the Minister of Environ-
ment issues each year. The authors cannot be held responsible for 
any hunter that does not keep abreast of relevant legislation.

List of Near Threatened Species in Lebanon

 Arabic Scientific  Arabic Scientific

 Rock
 Partridge

 Northern
Lapwing

 Great Snipe

 Black-tailed
 Godwit

 Bar-tailed
 Godwit

 Eurasian
Curlew

 Red Knot

 Curlew
Sandpiper

 Black-winged
Pratincole

 Armenian
 Gull

Meadow
 Pipit 

 Cinerous
 Bunting

 Alectoris
graeca

 Vanellus
vanellus

 Gallinago
media

 Limosa
limosa

Limosa
lapponica 

 Numenius
arquata

 Calidris
canutus

 Calidris
ferruginea

 Glareola
nordmanni

 Larus
 armenicus

 Anthus
 pratensis

 Emberiza
cineracea

 Aythya
 nyroca

 Puffinus
griseus

 Pelecanus
crispus

 Falco
vespertinus

 Milvus
milvus

Gypaetus
 barbatus 

 Aegypius
monachus

 Circus
macrourus

 Tetrax tetrax

 Haematopus
ostralegus

 Ferruginous
 Duck

 Sooty
 Shearwater

 Dalmatian
Pelican

Red-footed
 Falcon 

 Red Kite

Lammergeier

 Cinereous
 Vulture

Pallid Harrier

 Little Bustard

 Eurasian
Oystercatcher







  Game bird

1

 Female Garganey - 

 Male Garganey  - 



  Game bird

2

Spatula querquedula
Garganey
Anatidae
L 39 cm, WS 62 cm, W 350 g
Conservation status: Leas concern
Bag Limit / Per Trip: 5 total mix of legal 
duck species.
Main Threats: Habitat degradation, poi-
soning, pollution, over hunting, and vi-
ral diseases.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
Widespread and common passage mi-
grant through most wetlands in early 
February–April, and rarer in 
August–early November. Reported to 
have bred at Aammiq in springs 1999 
and 2005.

Main features for identification: 
Small teal-sized duck, Male is grey with 
contrasting brown breast and head, and 
distinctive broad white supercilium. The 
brown female can be differentiated 
from the Eurasian Teal female by strong-
er face markings (dark and light head 
stripes), and longer and heavier bill. In 
flight both sexes show a dull olive green 
speculum with narrow white borders. 
Wing is plain compared to Teal.

400 62 39

5

.2005 1999
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 Female Mallard - 

 Male Mallard  - 

  Game bird

3



Anas platyrhynchos        
Mallard                                                                                                             
Anaidae
L 57 cm, WS 90 cm, W 1100 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Bag Limit / Per Trip: 5 total mix of legal 
duck species.
Main Threats: Habitat degradation, poi-
soning, pollution, over hunting, and vi-
ral diseases.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
Common and widespread passage mi-
grant and winter visitor,
August-early April; in wetlands, rivers 
and river mouths, with smaller num-
bers on coast, islands and other inland 
waters. Scarce summer visitor and sum-
mer breeder.

Main features for identification: 
Male with remarkable glossy green 
head, white collar, brown breast, 
grey-brown wings, and yellow bill. Fe-
male predominantly mottled brown, re-
sembles most female ducks, but larger, 
and with dark mottled orange bill. In 
flight both sexes show distinctive irides-
cent purple-blue speculum with bold 
white borders.

1100 90 57

5
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  Game bird

4



 Female Eurasian Teal - 

 Male Eurasian Teal - 

  Game bird

5



Anas crecca
Eurasian teal
Anatidae
L 36 cm, WS 61 cm, W 350 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Bag Limit / Per Trip: 5 total mix of legal 
duck species.
Main Threats: Over hunting,
habitat degradation, human distur-
bance, poisoning, pollution, and viral 
diseases.
Status and distribution in 
Lebanon: Former breeder, and wide-
spread common passage migrant in 
March-early May and mid-August-late 
November, and winter visitor from 
December-March in Beqaa wetlands; 
less common further west, along the 
coast and on the Palm Islands.

Main features for identification: 
Small duck, male grey with white hori-
zontal stripe on side of body, yellowish 
triangle on side of rump, and distinctive 
rufous-brown head contrasting with 
broad glossy green band extending from 
eye to side of nape. Female mostly 
brown resembles Garganey female, but 
with evenly coloured head and throat. In 
flight both sexes show iridescent green 
and black speculum bordered with 
white.

350 61 36  

5

  Game bird

6
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  Game bird

7

Chukar Partidge - 



  Game bird

8

Alectoris chukar 
Chukar Partridge 
Phasianidae
L 33 cm, WS 50 cm, W 610 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Bag Limit / Per Trip: 1
Main Threats: Over hunting, poaching, 
poisoning, pesticides, and habitat loss 
and degradation.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
Common and widespread resident 
breeder principally at 1200–2000m asl, 
and scattered at lower altitudes 
(500-1100m), preferring rocky areas 
with sparse and low vegetation.

Main features for identification: Par-
tridge with sharply defined black collar 
distinguishing it from all other partridg-
es except the Rock Partridge that was in-
troduced to Lebanon in small numbers. 
Compared to the Rock partridge, the 
Chukar has yellowish tinge to the fore-
neck, and most importantly it has the 
black stripe over the eyes reaching the 
forehead but not reaching down the side 
of the bill.

610 50 33

2000 1200
1100 500

Rock
Partridge
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 Common Quail - 

  Game bird

9



Coturnix coturnix
Common Quail
Phasianidae
L 18 cm, WS 34 cm, W 110 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Bag Limit / Per Trip: 20
Main Threats: Over hunting, poaching, 
netting, pesticides, habitat degrada-
tion, and agricultural practices.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Un-
common and localized migrant breeder 
in the Beqaa Valley, on the Palm Islands 
and elsewhere. Very common passage 
migrant over most of the country from 
mid-February–late May and early 
August–late November, with peaks in 
March and September. Few overwinter 
in December–February, mainly in the 
Beqaa Valley. 

Main features for identification: 
A small rounded game bird, streaked 
brown with a white eye-stripe, and paler 
underparts.  Male has black throat cen-
tre, the female has a white chin. In flight 
shows long and semi-pointed wings, and 
the feet and legs do not extend past the 
end of the tail.

110 34 18

20
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  Game bird

10



 Eurasian Woodcock - 

  Game bird

11



Scolopax rusticola
Eurasian woodcock
Scolopacidae
L 36 cm, WS 60 cm, W 300 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Bag Limit / Per Trip: 5
Main Threats: Habitat loss and degrada-
tion, soil degradation, woodland fire, 
deteriorating grasslands, over hunting, 
and avian influenza.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Not 
uncommon and regular passage mi-
grant and winter visitor in moderate 
numbers across most of the country, 
mainly in mid-October–mid-April, chief-
ly in the Beqaa Valley area. 

Main features for identification: 
Larger and more rounded than similar 
snipe. It has a long bill, large eyes, and 
black bars on head at right angles to the 
bill (stripes in snipe that are parallel to 
the bill). Upperparts intricately pat-
terned reddish-brown with black and 
white mottled markings, and underparts 
are barred buff. In flight shows broad 
wings held downwards, and rufous rump 
and tail with black subterminal band. 

300 60 36

5
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  Game bird

12



  Game bird

13

Stock Dove - 



  Game bird

14

Main features for identification: 
Grey compact pigeon with glossy blue, 
green, and purple iridescence along its 
neck and wing feathers. Resembles 
Rock Dove but darker with grey rump 
and incomplete black wing bars. In flight 
shows grey underwing with clearly de-
fined dark frame, and a broad black trail-
ing edge of tail. Compared to Woodpi-
geon smaller and lacks white neck patch-
es and white wing bands.

Columba Oenas
Stock Dove
Columbidae
L 33 cm, WS 68 cm, W 300 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Bag Limit / Per Trip: 5 total mix of legal 
pigeon species.
Main Threats: Herbicides affecting food 
plants.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
Uncommon passage migrant and win-
ter visitor to the Beqaa Valley.

300 68 33

5
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  Game bird

15

Adult Common Woodpigeon -  

 Juvenile Common Woodpigeon -   



Columba palumbus
Common Woodpigeon 
Columbidae
L 42 cm, WS 78 cm, W 450 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Bag Limit / Per Trip: 5 total mix of pi-
geon species.
Main Threats: Over hunting.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Per-
haps formerly bred but no proof (Ku-
merloeve 1968). Not uncommon pas-
sage migrant in March and late 
September-November, and an abun-
dant but irregular winter visitor in late 
November–late February, with invasion 
peaks up to 3000 in December, princi-
pally at Bentael (Ramadan-Jaradi & 
Ramadan-Jaradi 1999, 2002). One sum-
mer record of a pair in July 2015 in 
Hima Anjar (Photographed by Fouad 
Itani). 

Main features for identification: Large 
and stocky grey pigeon with pinkish 
breast, glossy green and purple irides-
cence along its neck, and distinctive 
white patches on sides of neck and con-
spicuous white wing-bands (absent in 
smaller Rock and Stock Doves). Juvenile 
lacks white neck patches. In flight shows 
broad white wing band on upperwing, 
grey underwings, and broad black trail-
ing edge of tail. 

450 78 42

5

1968

1999-2002

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

  Game bird

16



Calandra Lark -   

  Game bird

17



Melanocorypha calandra
Calandra Lark
Alaudidae
L 20 cm, WS 37 cm, W 59 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Bag Limit / Per Trip: 50 
Main Threats: Over hunting, habitat 
degradation, and agricultural intensifi-
cation and insecticide use.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Lo-
cal and not uncommon breeding resi-
dent in relatively moderate numbers in 
the Beqaa Valley, principally in cultivat-
ed fields, but also on low hillsides of 
the Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon ranges 
bordering the valley. Abundant on pas-
sage in late September–late November 
and, less commonly, 
mid-February–mid-April through the 
Beqaa and Marjaayoun valleys, low 
hills of south Lebanon, and on the 
Palm Islands (Ramadan-Jaradi 2001). 
Small numbers overwinter in Decem-
ber–February in the Beqaa Valley, par-
ticularly in the Aammiq area. 

Main features for identification: Robust 
lark, streaked greyish brown above and 
white below, heavy bill and with large 
black patches on the breast (lower 
throat) sides. In flight shows dark under-
wing with white trailing edge, and white 
sides of tail.

59 37 20

50 

2001
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  Game bird

18



  Game bird

19

Fieldfare -   



  Game bird

20

Turdus pilaris 
Fieldfare 
Turdidae
L 25 cm, WS 40 cm, W 100 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Bag Limit / Per Trip: 10
Main Threats: Over hunting.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Un-
common passage migrant and winter 
visitor from early November–early 
March in most montane areas; chiefly 
in orchards, cultivated areas, river val-
leys, open areas with trees and mixed 
woodland. 

Main features for identification: Large 
thrush with distinctive long dark tail, 
slate grey lower back, rump, and head, 
contrasting with chestnut-brown upper 
back and coverts. White underparts, 
buff-reddish heavily streaked breast, 
and black "V" marks on flanks. In flight 
shows unique combination of dark tail 
and white underwing, help separate it 
from all other thrushes.

100 40 25

10 
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  Game bird

21

 Song Thrush -     



Turdus philomelos
Song Thrush 
Turdidae
L 23 cm, WS 35 cm, W 82 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Bag Limit / Per Trip: 20 total mix of Song 
thrush and Mistle Thrush species.
Main Threats: Climate change, changes 
in agricultural practices, trapping, and 
over hunting.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Very 
common passage migrant in early 
October–late November and 
mid-February–early May and an uncom-
mon to scarce winter 
visitor late November–late February. 
Recorded in orchards, olive groves, 
open cedar groves, cultivation, maquis, 
isolated trees and around Aammiq 
Swamp. Rare on the coast and islands. 

Main features for identification: Medium 
sized thrush with olive-brown upper-
parts Underparts creamy and boldly 
marked with arrow-shaped spots, chest 
and underwing coverts buff. Compared 
to Redwing, larger, and lacks white su-
percilium, reddish flanks and rufous un-
derwing coverts.  

82 35 23

20
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  Game bird

22



Mistle Thrush -  

  Game bird

23



Turdus viscivorus 
Mistle Thrush 
Turdidae
L 28 cm, WS 45 cm, W 125 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Bag Limit / Per Trip: 20 total mix of 
Song thrush and Mistle Thrush species.
Main Threats: Modern forestry practic-
es, and over hunting.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
Very scarce and local migrant breeder 
to remote areas of the north. Uncom-
mon to scarce on passage and com-
mon in winter from late October–late 
March in open montane woodland and 
river valleys. Uncommon winterer in 
the Beqaa Valley, including Aammiq. 

Main features for identification:  Large 
stocky thrush with a heavy bill and an up-
right posture. Similar to the Song 
Thrush, but larger, generally paler, long 
tail with white corners, white under-
wing-coverts, and underparts heavily 
marked with rounded dark spots (ar-
row-shaped in Song Thrush). In flight 
shows white underwing coverts.

125 45 28

20
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  Game bird

24



  Game bird

25

Male Common Chaffinch -    

 Juvenile Common Chaffinch -        



Fringilla coelebs
Common Chaffinch
Fringillidae
L 14 cm, WS 26 cm, W 23 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Bag Limit / Per Trip: 25
Main Threats:  Habitat loss and degrada-
tion, climate change, over-hunting, 
and poaching.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
Very common breeding resident 
(mid-March–late July) in most habitats 
at mid to high altitude, with highest 
densities in cedar groves, fir and pine 
forests, river valleys and orchards. Very 
common on passage and in winter in 
early October–late April. 

Main features for identification: Medium 
to large finch. Male brightly colored, 
with distinctive grey crown and nape, 
and rust-red face and underparts. 
Female and Juvenile duller, with green-
ish-grey upperparts and buff under-
parts. Both sexes distinguished in all 
plumages by contrasting double 
wing-bars and white outer tail feathers.

23 26 14

25

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

  Game bird

26



Northern Shoveler -    

Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting

27



Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting

Spatula clypeata
Northern Shoveler
Anatidae
L 50 cm, WS 78 cm, W 600 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Category: Non game bird-Not allowed-
for hunting.
Similar to: Mallard
Main Threats: Hunting, habitat degra-
dation, and viral diseases.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
Usually not uncommon, but occasional-
ly flocks of up to 200, in most wetlands 
from mid-February–early May and 
mid-September–early November. 
Fair numbers overwinter from late 
October–early March chiefly at Qa-
raoun, Aammiq and to a lesser extent 
in other wetlands in the Beqaa Valley.

Main features for identification: Superficially 
similar to Mallard, but this species is unmis-
takable due to its large spoon-shaped bill. 
The male in spring has a white breast, a dark 
glossy green head, and chestnut belly and 
flanks. As such it recalls a male mallard with 
enlarged white ring pushing the chestnut 
backward. In flight, blue forewing feathers 
are revealed, separated from the green 
speculum by a white border. Female gray-
ish-brown overall, with plumage much like a 
female mallard, but easily distinguished by 
the long broad bill, and in flight shows dark-
er belly contrasting with white underwing.

600 78 50

200
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Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting

Corncrake -     

29



Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting

Crex crex
Corncrake
Rallidae
L 29 cm, WS 46 cm, W 155 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Category: Non Game bird-Not allowed 
for hunting.
Similar to: Common Quail
Main Threats: Farming practices, hunt-
ing, habitat loss and degradation, and 
global warming. 
Status and distribution in Lebanon: An 
uncommon passage migrant over Leba-
non in autumn and spring. Regular in 
May and the beginning of June on the 
Palm Islands. An isolated record at Tyre 
Coast on 6 December 2003 was excep-
tional (Ramadan-Jaradi et al 2005). 

Main features for identification: 
Unlike other smaller Crakes occurring in 
Lebanon, the Corncrake is found mainly 
in dry land, and is often heard more fre-
quently than seen. It has light yel-
low-brown plumage, with pale grey on 
face and upperparts of breast, and it has 
a dark eye. It can be distinguished from 
Common Quail using these features and 
in flight It has long dangling legs, chest-
nut wing coverts and buff underparts un-
like the Common Quail.

155 46 29

6
2005 2003
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Common Snipe -      

Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting

31



Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting

Gallinago gallinago 
Common Snipe
Scolopacidae
L 26 cm, WS 45 cm, W 140 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Category: Non Game bird-Not allowed 
for hunting.
Similar to: Eurasian Woodcock.
Main Threats: Habitat loss and degrada-
tion, hunting, and land and water man-
agement.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Un-
common but regular passage migrant 
and not uncommon winter visitor. 
Occurs over most of the country but fa-
vours the Aammiq area, Bishmezzine 
and Tyre Coast, principally in winter. 

Main features for identification: 
Medium snipe, slightly smaller than
Great Snipe, but with longer strait bill 
and lacks extensive dark barring on 
underparts and underwings.
Upperparts are mottled brown. 
Whenflushed, flies erratically to a good 
height. In flight shows white trailing 
edge to pointed wing, and white belly 
patch. Told from the Eurasian
Woodcock by the longitudinal stripes on 
head (stripes parallel to bill), white
belly, it is not normally found in 
woodland habitat, and has a more 
erratic flight pattern.

140 45 26
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Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting

Columba livia
Rock Dove 
Columbidae
L 33 cm, WS 68 cm, W 300 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Category: Non Game bird-Not allowed 
for hunting.
Similar to: Stock Pigeon.
Main Threats: Inter-breeding with feral 
pigeons, poaching, and hunting.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
A fairly common resident in the mon-
tane rocky areas of the Lebanon and 
Anti-Lebanon ranges and to a lesser ex-
tent on some sea cliffs, including 
Raouché (The Pigeon Rock of Beirut). 
Many Feral Pigeons Columba livia f. do-
mestica have returned to wild or 
semi-wild conditions, some inhabiting 
(for over 30 years) the upper storeys of 
tall buildings abandoned since the civil 
war in Beirut.

Main features for identification: 
Grayish-blue compact pigeon with 
glossy blue, green and purple irides-
cence along its neck and wing feathers. 
Resembles Stock Dove but with distinc-
tive white rump and two black bands on 
wings (one incomplete bar in Stock 
Dove). Feral population might show a 
variation in colors including white, red 
and black. Compared to Wood Pigeon 
smaller and lacks the white neck patch-
es and white wing bands.

300 68 33
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Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting

Melanocorypha bimaculata
Bimaculated Lark
Alaudidae
L 16.5 cm, WS 37 cm, W 55 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Category: Non Game bird-Not allowed 
for hunting.
Similar to: Calandra Lark
Main Threats: Hunting, habitat degrada-
tion, and insecticides.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Un-
common migrant breeder in high mon-
tane areas, chiefly in Arz el Shouf, high 
hillsides looking over the Beqaa Valley 
area and the slopes of Mt Hermon, and 
very rare in the Beqaa Valley. Less com-
mon than Calandra Lark M. calandra, 
but regular on passage in 
September–October and scarcer in 
early March–mid-April over most of the 
country, including coastal area. Over-
winters in small numbers in the Beqaa 
Valley during November–February. 

Main features for identification: 
Streaked greyish brown above and whit-
ish to pale brown below. Compared to 
its relative the Calandra Lark, it is slightly 
smaller. In flight shows paler underwing 
without conspicuous white trailing edge 
and without white tail side. Instead, the 
tail has a white tip. 

55 37
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Alauda arvensis
Eurasian Skylark
Alaudidae
L 18 cm, WS 33 cm, W 39 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Category: Non Game bird-Not allowed 
for hunting.
Similar to: Calandra Lark.
Main Threats: Hunting, habitat degra-
dation, and insecticides.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
Common on passage in early 
March–mid-April and abundant in ear-
ly October–late November in most are-
as, particularly the coast and the Beqaa 
Valley. Very small numbers overwinter 
in Beqaa in December–late January. A 
few non-breeding individuals over-sum-
mer in May–June. 

Main features for identification: Light 
brown to sandy grey above with darker 
streaks. Breast buff (broader than 
Calandra) with streaks, belly white. It 
has an obvious Crest, nearly absent in 
Calandra Lark and a little smaller than in 
crested Lark. Centre of tail rusty, either 
side darker and with white outer tail 
feathers. Sexes alike, but young have 
dark spots on back with scaly ochre mark-
ings. The Eurasian Skylark has a whitish 
trailing edge to wings, except in juvenile, 
and has pale whitish underwing (rusty 
buff in Crested Lark).

39 33 18
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Alauda arvensis
Eurasian Skylark
Alaudidae
L 18 cm, WS 33 cm, W 39 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Category: Non Game bird-Not allowed 
for hunting.
Similar to: Calandra Lark.
Main Threats: Hunting, habitat degra-
dation, and insecticides.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
Common on passage in early 
March–mid-April and abundant in ear-
ly October–late November in most are-
as, particularly the coast and the Beqaa 
Valley. Very small numbers overwinter
in Beqaa in December–late January. A 
few non-breeding individuals over-sum-
mer in May–June.

Main features for identification: Light 
brown to sandy grey above with darker 
streaks. Breast buff (broader than 
Calandra) with streaks, belly white. It 
has an obvious Crest, nearly absent in 
Calandra Lark and a little smaller than in 
crested Lark. Centre of tail rusty, either
side darker and with white outer tail
feathers. Sexes alike, but young have 
dark spots on back with scaly ochre mark-
ings. The Eurasian Skylark has a whitish

39 33 18
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Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting

Turdus iliacus 
Redwing
Turdidae
L 21 cm, WS 33 cm, W 63 g
Conservation status: Near threatened
Category: Non Game bird-Not allowed 
for hunting.
Similar to: Song Thrush
Main Threats: Climate change, habitat 
loss and degradation, and hunting.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
Scarce passage migrant in 
mid-February–late March and 
early November–mid-December and 
commoner in winter from 
early December–early February. 
Most frequently recorded in montane 
orchards, olive groves, open cedar 
groves, open mixed woodland, open 
country and cultivation. Rare on the 
coast and in the Beqaa Valley. 

Main features for identification:  Small 
compact thrush, smaller than both 
Mistle and Song Thrushes. Very obvious 
and distinctive facial markings (unlike 
the other thrushes), bold white supercili-
um and white sub-moustachal stripe. 
With distinctive rufous red flanks and un-
derwing coverts (buff in Song Thrush). 
Upperparts greyish-brown, underparts 
whitish with dark spots on chest and 
flanks. 

63 33 21
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Turdus iliacus
Redwing
Turdidae
L 21 cm, WS 33 cm, W 63 g
Conservation status: Near threatened
Category: Non Game bird-Not allowed 
for hunting.
Similar to: Song Thrush
Main Threats: Climate change, habitat 
loss and degradation, and hunting.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
Scarce passage migrant in
mid-February–late March and 
early November–mid-December and 
commoner in winter from 
early December–early February. 
Most frequently recorded in montane 
orchards, olive groves, open cedar 
groves, open mixed woodland, open
country and cultivation. Rare on the 
coast and in the Beqaa Valley. 

Main features for identification: Small 
compact thrush, smaller than both 
Mistle and Song Thrushes. Very obvious 
and distinctive facial markings (unlike
the other thrushes), bold white supercili-
um and white sub-moustachal stripe.
With distinctive rufous red flanks and un-
derwing coverts (buff in Song Thrush).
Upperparts greyish-brown, underparts 
whitish with dark spots on chest and 
flanks.

63 33 21
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Fringilla montifringilla
Brambling 
Fringillidae
L 14.5 cm, WS 26 cm, W 24 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Category: Non Game bird-Not allowed 
for hunting.
Similar to: Chaffinch
Main Threats: Climate change, and 
hunting.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Un-
common but regular passage migrant 
and winter visitor in early October–late 
April in cedar, pine and fir forests, and 
orchards. Large flocks of up to 100 
may occur locally in local irruptions.  

Main features for identification: 
Medium-sized finch, resembles 
Common Chaffinch, but more heavily 
marked and more orangey coloured. It 
has a white rump and belly, distinctive or-
ange chest, shoulder and wing-bar, and 
shorter deeply forked black tail. 
Breeding male with jet black head and 
back. Female, has white on back unlike 
Chaffinch, non-breeding male, and juve-
nile, with speckled and mottled upper-
parts, and yellow bill with dark tip. In 
flight shows double wing-bars.

24 26

100
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Male Common Pochard -     

 Female Common Pochard -    



Globally Threatened Species-Illegal to hunt

Aythya ferina
Common  Pochard
Anatidae
L 45 cm, WS 80 cm, W 1000 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable due to 
rapid decline of its population over sev-
eral generations. 
Main Threats: Hunting, habitat degra-
dation, poisoning, disturbance, fish 
nets, and avian influenza.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Un-
common on passage in October–No-
vember and even rarer in March–April 
at inland waters, coasts and islands. A 
scarce winter visitor in relatively small 
numbers to Aammiq, Bishmezzine and 
Qaraoun in December–February.

Main features for identification: 
A medium sized duck with a distinctive 
triangular shaped head. The male has a 
chestnut head and neck, black breast, 
and pale grey back, a long dark bill with 
grey band and  red eyes. The female has 
a pale brown head and body, and dark 
bill with narrow grey band.

1000 80 45

2015 2012
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Marmaronetta angustirostris
Marbled Teal
Anatidae
L 40 cm, WS 66 cm, W 450 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable due to 
rapid decline of its population as a re-
sult of its habitat degradation.
Main Threats: Habitat degradation, 
hunting, disturbance and algal pollu-
tion.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
Regarded as accidental or vagrant in 
wetlands of Lebanon with four dated 
records since 1977 till today: one in 
September, one in October and two in 
December. 

Main features and traits for identifica-
tions: Pale Grey-brown teal, diffusely 
blotched off-white, with a blackish 
brown eye-patch and a short crest on 
nape. In flight, the wings look pale with-
out a marked pattern, with paler grey sil-
very secondaries that lack speculum.   

450 66 40
1994

1977

.
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 Male Velvet Scoter  

Female Velvet Scoter 



Globally Threatened Species-Illegal to hunt

Melanitta fusca
Velvet scoter
Anatidae
L 58 cm, WS 94 cm, W 1200 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable since it 
has been estimated to have undergone 
a population decline of 30-49% over 
the last three generations.
Main Threats: Oil spills, marine pollu-
tants, habitat degradation, fish nets, 
and avian influenza.
Status and distribution in Lebanon:
Considered as vagrant with only two re-
cords: one at the Nahr el Kalb estuary 
on 10 December 1960, and one report-
ed offshore Sarafand on 12 November 
2005.

Main features for identification:
Large bulky shaped seaduck, with large 
bill. The glossy black male has a black 
and yellow bill, white around the eye, 
and white speculum. The brown female 
has a dark bill, two pale patches on each 
side of the head, and white wing patch-
es.

1200 94 58

49-30%

1960
.2005

.
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 Male White-headed Duck -  

 Female White-headed Duck - 



Globally Threatened Species-Illegal to hunt

Oxyura leucocephala
White-headed Duck
Anatidae
L 46 cm, WS 66 cm, W 700 g
Conservation status: Endangered due 
to rapid decline of its population.
Main Threats: Competition and intro-
gressive hybridisation with the non-na-
tive North American Ruddy Duck Oxyu-
ra jamaicensis, climate change, habitat 
loss and degradation, pollution and 
hunting.
Status and Distribution in Lebanon: 
Shallow lakes, swamps, and brackish la-
goons. Vagrant with one recent record 
only; One female shot on 4 November 
2017, in Lake Qaraoun. (Ramadan-Jara-
di & Itani, submitted).

Main features for identification: Small 
diving duck with large head, short black 
webbed feet, chestnut-brown body. It 
has a thick bill swollen at the base. The 
male has a distinctive blue bill, a white 
head with a black cap and neck. Female 
and juvenile are duller and have a white 
face with dark cap and cheek stripe, and 
a dark grey bill.

700 66 46

2017
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Yelkouan Shearwater -    



Globally Threatened Species-Illegal to hunt

Puffinus yelkouan
Yelkouan Shearwater
Procellariidae
L 34 cm, WS 85 cm, W 400 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable due to 
rapid decline caused by low survival 
rate of adults and immatures caused by 
fisheries bycatch and predation.
Main Threats: Fishing bycatch, pollu-
tion, and predators.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Reg-
ular in small numbers on passage, 
sometimes with flocks up to 200 indi-
viduals off shore. Few winter records of 
singles or flocks (up to 50) often mixing 
with Common Black-headed Gull (La-
rus ridibundus) while resting on surface 
water. 

Main features for identification: 
Medium-sized shearwater with dark 
black-brown upperparts contrasting 
with white underparts and underwings. 
Dark underwings tips and trailing edge. 
In flight, shows large feet extend slightly 
beyond tail. 

400 85 34

2000

200

50
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Globally Threatened Species-Illegal to hunt

Podiceps auritus
Horned Grebe
Podicipedidae
L 36 cm, WS 61 cm, W 450 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable since 
2012 due to rapid decline caused by 
disturbance, operations of forestry 
around the breeding lakes, stocking 
lakes with Rainbow Trout fish and wa-
ter level fluctuation.
Main Threats: Human disturbance, 
Hunting, habitat degradation, pollu-
tion, and fishing nets.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
Vagrant with only two records: one at 
Damour mouth on 20 December 1996 
and one in autumnal plumage in an ar-
tificial pond at Tyre Coast Nature Re-
serve on 28 September 2004.

Main features for identification: 
Unlikely to appear in breeding plumage. 
In winter, dark grey and white. In flight, 
it usually shows a small white mark on 
shoulder and white confined to second-
ary feathers (white of secondaries ex-
tends to inner primaries in black-necked 
Grebe). Differentiated from the 
Red-necked Grebe in non-breeding 
plumage by its smaller straight bill with-
out yellow tinges, white foreneck and 
cheeks, and red eyes. 

450 61 36

2012

1996

.2004
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Globally Threatened Species-Illegal to hunt

Neophron percnopterus
Egyptian Vulture 
Accipitridae
L 63 cm, WS 155 cm, W 2000 g
Conservation status: Endangered. With-
in Europe this vulture has undergone 
very rapid declines over three genera-
tions (53 years). 
Main Threats: Hunting, persecution, dis-
turbance, electrocution and poisoning.
Status and distribution in Lebanon:  
Uncommon passage migrant. 
Occurs during March–early June (most 
mid-March–mid-April) 
and late  August–late October, princi-
pally over the Beqaa Valley and Leba-
non mountain range.

Main features for identification:
Adult's plumage white, with black flight 
feathers. Wings are pointed, with the 
third primary being the longest; tail is 
wedge shaped. Legs are pink in adults 
and grey in the brown juveniles. 
Juveniles are all dark, sub-adults a mix 
between juvenile and adult plumage 
and both are best identified by their dis-
tinctive silhouette.

2000 155 63

53

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

56



Globally Threatened Species-Illegal to hunt

57

 Greater Spotted Eagle - 



Globally Threatened Species-Illegal to hunt

Clanga clanga
Greater Spotted Eagle 
Accipitridae
L 66 cm, WS 170 cm, W 2300 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable be-
cause it has a small population which 
appears to be declining owing to exten-
sive habitat loss and persistent persecu-
tion.
Main Threats: Hunting, persecution, dis-
turbance at roosting sites, electrocu-
tion, and poisoning.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Ir-
regular and scarce passage migrant 
over the country, with most records on 
the main migration routes, in 
March–April and September–October. 
One over the Palm Islands on 
16 November 1996 (Ramadan-Jaradi & 
Ramadan-Jaradi 1999). Formerly rare 
winterer.

Main features for identification: Dark 
brown from above, including head and 
neck (light in Lesser). From below, wing 
coverts dark brown to black compared to 
the usually similarly dark or paler flight 
feathers. Adult lacks dark trailing edge 
of underwing seen in Steppe Eagle. 
Juvenile blackish brown above and be-
low, with paler flight feathers from be-
low and with white spots in bands across 
the upper wing. While gliding, the 
Greater spotted Eagle holds the feathers 
at the tips of the wings downward.

2300 170 66

16
1996
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Globally Threatened Species-Illegal to hunt

Aquila nipalensis
Steppe Eagle 
Accipitridae
L 75 cm, WS 200 cm, W 3250 g
Conservation status: Endangered. 
Its population has undergone very rap-
id recent declines across much of the 
range.
Main Threats: Hunting, persecution, dis-
turbance at roosting sites, electrocu-
tion, collision and poisoning.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Un-
common to scarce passage migrant 
over most of the country. Very few scat-
tered records in early February sug-
gests early passage rather than for win-
ter visitors. 

Main features for identification:
Adult mostly dark brown with under-
wing coverts paler or darker than flight 
feathers. Unlike Greater spotted eagles, 
the flight and tail feathers have well de-
fined bars, and the trailing edge of under-
wing has a dark band. Also, the oval nos-
tril sets it apart from the spotted eagles. 
Juvenile has relatively thick white band 
between wing coverts and flight feath-
ers from above and below, and an obvi-
ous white patch of primaries.

3250 200 75

2015
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Aquila heliaca
Eastern Imperial Eagle
Accipitridae
L 79 cm, WS 205 cm, W 3800 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable due to 
rapid decline caused by breeding habi-
tat degradation, persecution, nest rob-
bing and collision. 
Main Threats: Hunting, persecution, dis-
turbance at roosting sites, electrocu-
tion, and poisoning.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
Rare passage migrant in late 
February–mid-April and 
mid-September-October along main 
migration routes.

Main features for identification: Adult 
black-brown feathers with contrasting 
pale golden crown and nape. Shoulders 
have white patches. Pale uppertail with 
sub-terminal tail black band tipped 
white. When soaring its tail is usually 
closed and narrow. Juvenile told from ju-
venile Steppe Eagle by bold streaks on 
the underwings and the underside of the 
body and by absence of the broad white 
band between wing coverts and flight 
feathers through underwing.

3800 205 79
1994

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

62



Globally Threatened Species-Illegal to hunt

63

Great Bustard



Globally Threatened Species-Illegal to hunt

Otis tarda
Great Bustard  
Otididae
L 90 cm, WS 240 cm, W 13000 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable. 
This species has suffered rapid popula-
tion reductions across most of its range 
owing to the loss, degradation and 
fragmentation of its habitat, as well as 
hunting.
Main Threats: Habitat loss and degrada-
tion, hunting, global warming, and 
wind turbines.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Con-
sidered “accidental” by Cramp & Sim-
mons (1980), but it was not recorded 
in Lebanon at least since 1944 
(Cawkell, 1944). However, it may reap-
pear as this happened with other simi-
lar species. 

Main features for identification: 
Unlikely to occur in Lebanon. Identified 
by its size, grey neck and head, brown 
back barred with black, and white under-
parts. Males develop chestnut breast 
bands with age. The long wings are 
edged brown with a large white patch in 
the middle.  

13000 240 90

1994

1980

1944
1944
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Chlamydotis macqueenii
Macqueen's Bustard
Otididae
L 62cm, WS 145 cm, W 2300 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable. This 
species is subject to considerable 
over-exploitation and declines have 
been estimated in a large proportion of 
its total population.
Main Threats: Habitat loss and degrada-
tion, over-exploitation, hunting, and 
electrocution.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Ex-
tremely rare passage migrant with four 
records: Two old records in 1958: sin-
gles at Ainbal on 12 October and south 
of Baalbek on 30 October (Flach 1959). 
And two recent records of shot birds in 
2016: singles at Sinay- Nabatieh gover-
nate on 13 November 2016 and Ra-
chaya Al Foukhar on  22  November 
2016 ( GR-J & FI, 1917).

Main features for identification: 
Sandy-buff medium bustard. White un-
derparts, a tuft of hair-like feathers in 
the centre of the crown, and long black 
frill drooping down the sides of the neck. 
In flight, long wings show black and 
brown on flight feathers and a white 
patch at the base of the outer primaries. 

2300 145 62

1958

2016
2017
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Vanellus gregarius
Sociable Lapwing
Charadriidae 
L 29 cm, WS 70 cm, W 210 g
Conservation status: Critically Endan-
gered due to a severe decline caused 
apparently by hunting.
Main Threats: Illegal hunting, Agricul-
tural expansion and intensification, 
overgrazing, loss of steppe habitats 
and global warming. 
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
Rare winterer and very rare passage mi-
grant. A small flock at Ryaq in the Be-
qaa Valley on 30 October 1958 (Flach 
1959) and three in a cultivated field 
above Qaraoun Lake on 22 October 
2004 (Ramadan-Jaradi et al 2004). On 
December 2011 one was shot in the 
Semi Deserts of Ras Baalbeck, on Janu-
ary 2012 one out of four was shot in 
Hermel, and recently on 8 October 
2016, one bird was shot in Akkar (Ram-
adan-Jaradi & Itani, 2017). 

Main features for identification: Medium 
brown wader with long black legs, dark 
cap on crown separated from a black 
eye stripe by a white supercilium circling 
the head. In flight shows distinctive 
brown, white and black upperwing pat-
tern and white tail with a limited black 
terminal band. Juveniles are paler with 
streaked black belly. 

210 70 29

30
1959 1958

2004 22
2004
2011

2012 4
2016

2017
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European Turtle Dove
Streptopelia turtur
Columbidae
L 27 cm, WS 50 cm, W 150 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable, the 
species is undergoing rapid population 
decline.
Main Threats: Hunting, drought, habi-
tat loss and degradation, avian diseas-
es, and changes in agriculture practi-
ces.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Not 
uncommon migrant breeder(April–Au-
gust) in montane areas up to 1800m 
asl in the Beqaa Valley (mainly Hermel 
and Qaa and the slopes above the val-
ley), and probably on Palm Islands. 
Common passage migrant across most 
of the country in late March–early June 
(peak early April–mid-May) and early 
August–late November (peak late Au-
gust–late September).

Main features for identification: A dove 
with distinctive barred neck-patch. 
Upperparts are blue-grey and chestnut, 
with dark coverts and scapulars sur-
rounded by orange edges, breast is pink 
and belly is white. In flight shows dark 
tail with contrasting, broad white band, 
and grey underwings coverts. Juvenile 
duller and lacks neck-patch.

150 50 27
2015

1800
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Falco cherrug
Saker Falcon
Falconidae
L 52 cm, WS 115 cm, W 1000 g
Conservation status: Endangered since 
2004 due to over-use in falconry, elec-
trocution, loss and degradation of habi-
tats, and agricultural products.
Main Threats: Hunting, trapping, perse-
cution, disturbance at roosting sites, 
electrocution, and collision.
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 
Open plains and arid -type habitats. 
Scarce passage migrant along main rap-
tor migration routes and even rarer in 
spring. Very scarce winter visitor with 
most in the northern Beqaa.

Main features for identification:
Great variation in colors ranging from 
chocolate brown to isabelline 
(creamy-buff) colour with brown streaks 
and bars to almost pure white. Larger 
than Lanner Falcon but often with 
creamy crown, less barred uppertail, 
faint moustache marks and absence of 
black forehead band. juveniles of the 
Saker and Lanner species can be very 
similar although the Lanner never shows 
the all-dark thighs of the larger species.    

1000 115 52

2004
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 Male Syrian Serin -  

Juvenile Syrian Serin - 
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Serinus syriacus
Syrian Serin
Fringillidae
L 12 cm, WS 23 cm, W 12 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable. It ap-
pears to have declined at key sites since 
1996, principally owing to the effects of 
a drought exacerbating the threat from 
overgrazing pressure.
Main Threats:  Habitat loss and degrada-
tion, severe drought and water abstrac-
tion, hunting and trapping for the 
cagebird trade. Recently, climate 
change and competition with European 
Serin at breeding sites. 
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Very 
common summer breeder from early 
March-late August in the Beqaa Valley 
and in some rocky montane areas. Main-
ly recorded in open cedar, pine, cypress 
and fir forests. During post-breeding dis-
persal, commonly found above the 
tree-line. Some recent records during 
the last 5 years suggests a resident 
breeding Syrian Serin.

Main features for identification: Small 
compact finch, with bright yellow and 
pale grey feathers, grey beak, and large 
eyes surrounded by a bright yellow ring. 
Resembles European Serin, but lacks 
strong streaks on flanks and underparts, 
it shows orange fringes on longer tail, 
light olive fringes to flight feathers and 
light olive bars on coverts.  Breeding 
male shows rich orange-yellow fore-
head. Juvenile duller and lacks the yel-
low on face and wing coverts.  

12 23 12
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Male Rustic Bunting  

 Female Rustic Bunting -     
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Emberiza rustica
Rustic Bunting
Emberizidae
L 14.5 cm, WS 23 cm, W 19 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable. This 
species underwent a continual decline 
of 30-49% over three generations. 
Main Threats:  Habitat loss and degrada-
tion, agricultural intensification, and 
hunting.  
Status and distribution in Lebanon: List-
ed as a vagrant in the past. More re-
cently, two records: one at Aammiq on 
4 November 1999 (Beale 2000) and 
two there on 25 December 2003 (Ram-
adan-Jaradi et al. 2008).

Main features for identification: 
Resembles Reed and Little Bunting, 
but It has white underparts with red spot-
ted flanks, rufous unstreaked rump, and 
pinkish legs and lower mandible. Adult 
male has distinctive black head with 
white throat and supercilium, and red-
dish breast band and nape. 

19 23

30-49%

2000 1999
2003

2008
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A complete photographic guide to game birds, 
look-alikes, and globally threatened bird species 
in Lebanon
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