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Foreword

2016 was a monumental year for Hunting in Lebanon. It saw the
implementation of the Law #580/2004 which is the first significant
update to Lebanese hunting law since the 1950s. To go alongside
the law, this book is extremely useful. It is an extensively illustrated
resource that explains all there is to know about game bird hunting
in Lebanon. This guidebook provides an in-depth primer for new or
aspiring hunters and offers a refresher course for those more experi-
enced. It gives a description of the bird species, details of habitats
where a species is typically found, provides a calendar of a species’
presence through the year, together with additional information on
conservation and occurrence. It gives a solid understanding of
game birds that are legal to hunt during the hunting season and
provides details of lookalike bird species that should under no
account be hunted. It also provides a review of a selection of global-
ly threatened species in the country that are protected not only by
the Lebanese law but also by the international laws and conven-
tions. Data has been provided by the authors: Professor of Ornitho-
logy Ghassan Ramadan-Jaradi and Mr. Fouad Itani. A high number
of the stunning images have been provided by acclaimed outdoor
photographer Fouad Itani, these beautiful images make this guide-
book much more than an instructional book. It will give the pursuit
of game birds a new sense of appreciation, emotion, and identity
and will increase the sense of responsibility towards the conserva-
tion of the threatened and ecologically important species.

Tarek El Khatib
Minister of Environment
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DEDICATION

We would like to dedicate this guidebook to the Ministry of
Environment for its efforts in organizing hunting in Lebanon and to
raise awareness on the need to protect the game, non-game and
the globally and nationally threatened bird species. We also dedi-
cate this hunter’s photographic guidebook to all bird lovers and
responsible hunters that respect the hunting regulations in Leba-
non.

The authors: Dr. Ghassan Ramadan-Jaradi and Fouad Itani
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INTRODUCTION

Lebanon is located on a major migration flyway, this means a good
number and variety of birds pass through or winter in the country each
year. Of all these birds, it is permitted to hunt thirteen species of birds in
Lebanon, making the country a haven for hunting enthusiasts.

Game birds in Lebanon can be found anywhere across the country, in
wetlands, agricultural land, forests and other varied habitats. Hence,
birds can currently be hunted anywhere in the country, provided the
shooting is at least 500 meters away from any human settlement or
infrastructure and from protected areas and historical sites.

Regardless of the bird species being pursued, the law makes it illegal to
use for hunting: decoys, call recordings, smoke, poison, toxic gas, and
dead trees on roofs under spot lights. In addition, any kind of bird hunt-
ing at night, any kind of bird hunting with nets, traps, lime sticks or any
means of tricking birds are prohibited.

Garganey, Eurasian Teal and Mallard are the only ducks legal to be
hunted in Lebanon, even though several more species are present at
different times of year. Ducks are usually associated with water and
wetland habitats, but other game birds are typically found on more
solid ground. Quails and Partridges resemble small chickens in

general shape and form, these birds are usually encountered on the
ground; either alone, in pairs, or in groups called “coveys” or “flocks."
These birds typically would rather walk or run than fly. There are a
further eight game bird species permitted for hunting in Lebanon.
These birds are found in a variety of habitats, some in open country and
agricultural land, and others in forests. Some are found in flocks, others
as individuals and they have varied behaviours. These species are: Mistle
Thrush, Song Thrush, Fieldfare, Woodpigeon, Stock Dove, Chaffinch,
Calandra Lark and Woodcock.

This hunter’s photographic guidebook also deals with eleven look-alike
species that are forbidden to be hunted, but could unfortunately be
mistaken for the respective bird species allowed to be hunted as per the
above. The guide covers further seventeen globally threatened species
that are strictly protected from hunting or illegal persecution.
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ABOUT THE TEXT

Our aim is to offer some information needed by hunters, forest guards and
the Interior Security Forces to identify the species allowed for hunting during
the hunting season and those that are not permitted for hunting due to their
rarity or vulnerability. We have focused on the features that are important for
identification, in some cases you may need to refer to the “Bird Topography”
to learn some of the technical language.

For each species, we have indicated if it is legal to be hunted or not. A green
rectangular box on top of the page explains that the species is allowed for
hunting. It is not permitted to hunt any species other than those listed here.

The scientific (Latin or Greek) name is given, followed by the English and
Arabic (local Lebanese name is given, if available) name, and the family to
which the species belongs to. Also given is the Length (from tip of the bill to
the tip of the tail), wingspan (the length between the 2 tips of open wings)
and the weight in grams.

The conservation status of the species is given in accordance with the BirdLife
International and IUCN classification. It is not allowed to hunt any bird that
features on the IUCN Red List and these species are protected by the Hunting
Law of Lebanon number 580/2004.

The bag limit is indicated for the game birds. For look-alike and threatened
species, there is no bag limit since these species are illegal to be hunted.

Types of threats at national level are provided for each bird listed and the
seasons of occurrence as well as rough distribution of species are specified.
We have not provided exact locations, this is intended to save game birds
from over exploitation and non-game bird species from persecution.

The Table shows the absence/presence and size of occurrence of the species
during the whole year cycle. The cypress green color is given to resident
breeders, olive green to summer breeders, light blue to passage migrants,
dark blue to winterers, pink to non-breeding summer visitors and dark
orange to vagrants. The size of the coloured bar relates to occurrence; a full
bar if the bird is common, 34 if uncommon, ¥ if scarce and % if rare.

Finally, the most important clues and tips (in bold) are given to help easy and
fast identification of the bird species.
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Notes on Game Birds and Bag Limits

The list of game bird species and the appropriate bag limits in Leba-
non have been adopted taking into account local and international
legislation and bird populations. Both the game species and bag
limits may be subject to change in the future should regulations
change or bird populations increase or decrease. It is up to the
hunter to make sure he keeps up to date with the relevant hunting
legislation specifically the decision related to the opening of the
hunting season that the Minister of Environment issues each year.
The authors cannot be held responsible for any hunter that does
not keep abreast of relevant legislation.
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Globally Threatened and Near Threatened Species:

It should be noted that of all the species recorded in Lebanon up to
the end of 2017, 17 of these are considered to be Globally Threat-
ened (at the time of writing). We have presented those species that
are classified as Vulnerable, Endangered or Critically Endangered or
likely to be confused with Game Species.

The Reader should note that there are a further 22 Near Threatened
Species known from Lebanon. The majority of these species would
be hard to be mistaken for a game bird, though it should be noted
that these birds are reasonably common and the reader should
exercise due caution and not hunt or disturb these species (see the
table below).

It should also be noted that the IUCN Redlist status for any species






can change as they are reviewed on an annual basis. Therefore, the
list of Globally Threatened Species present in Lebanon is subject to
change.

Readers should be aware that the hunting law in Lebanon makes it
illegal to hunt a species that is on the IUCN Redlist. Please note that
the species that are legal to be hunted now, may change in the
future. It is up to the hunter to make sure he keeps up to date with
the relevant hunting legislation specifically the decision related to
the opening of the hunting season that the Minister of Environ-
ment issues each year. The authors cannot be held responsible for
any hunter that does not keep abreast of relevant legislation.
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Male Garganey - aunll 630l )55

Female Garganey - 1ol 630l il

v | TS



s Game bird 2up 63u}b

Spatula querquedula

Garganey

Anatidae

L 39 cm, WS 62 cm, W 350 g
Conservation status: Leas concern

Bag Limit / Per Trip: 5 total mix of legal
duck species.

Main Threats: Habitat degradation, poi-
soning, pollution, over hunting, and vi-
ral diseases.

Status and distribution in Lebanon:
Widespread and common passage mi-
grant through most wetlands in early
February—April, and rarer in
August—early November. Reported to
have bred at Aammiq in springs 1999
and 2005.
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Main features for identification:

Small teal-sized duck, Male is grey with
contrasting brown breast and head, and
distinctive broad white supercilium. The
brown female can be differentiated
from the Eurasian Teal female by strong-
er face markings (dark and light head
stripes), and longer and heavier bill. In
flight both sexes show a dull olive green
speculum with narrow white borders.
Wing is plain compared to Teal.
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Male Mallard - (s)loall by 355
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w———— Game bird 2up 6343b

Anas platyrhynchos

Mallard

Anaidae

L 57 cm, WS90 cm, W 1100 g
Conservation status: Least concern

Bag Limit / Per Trip: 5 total mix of legal
duck species.

Main Threats: Habitat degradation, poi-
soning, pollution, over hunting, and vi-
ral diseases.

Status and distribution in Lebanon:
Common and widespread passage mi-
grant and winter visitor,

August-early April; in wetlands, rivers
and river mouths, with smaller num-
bers on coast, islands and other inland
waters. Scarce summer visitor and sum-
mer breeder.
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Main features for identification:

Male with remarkable glossy green
head, white collar, brown breast,
grey-brown wings, and yellow bill. Fe-
male predominantly mottled brown, re-
sembles most female ducks, but larger,
and with dark mottled orange bill. In
flight both sexes show distinctive irides-
cent purple-blue speculum with bold
white borders.
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Male Eurasian Teal - (sgiidl w632J1 §55
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—————— Game bird

Anas crecca

Eurasian teal

Anatidae

L 36 cm, WS 61 cm, W 350 g
Conservation status: Least concern

Bag Limit / Per Trip: 5 total mix of legal
duck species.

Main Threats: Over hunting,

habitat degradation, human distur-
bance, poisoning, pollution, and viral
diseases.

Status and distribution in

Lebanon: Former breeder, and wide-
spread common passage migrant in
March-early May and mid-August-late
November, and winter visitor from
December-March in Begaa wetlands;
less common further west, along the
coast and on the Palm Islands.

34D 63

(SQiul Jgo)d - (Sgiu 163D

byl :adupall

olie 350 gjg .ailw 61 gl Laiiw 36 b
52g0 pe Lolle @bslaall alls
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b o sgowall @il byl glgil o
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Main features for identification:

Small duck, male grey with white hori-
zontal stripe on side of body, yellowish
triangle on side of rump, and distinctive
rufous-brown head contrasting with
broad glossy green band extending from
eye to side of nape. Female mostly
brown resembles Garganey female, but
with evenly coloured head and throat. In
flight both sexes show iridescent green
and black speculum bordered with
white.

JUL  AUG SEP  OCT NOV DEC
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w———— Game bird 2up 634)b

Alectoris chukar

Chukar Partridge

Phasianidae

L33 cm, WS50cm, W610g
Conservation status: Least concern

Bag Limit / Per Trip: 1

Main Threats: Over hunting, poaching,
poisoning, pesticides, and habitat loss
and degradation.

Status and distribution in Lebanon:
Common and widespread resident
breeder principally at 1200-2000m asl,
and scattered at lower altitudes
(500-1100m), preferring rocky areas
with sparse and low vegetation.

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

Main features for identification: Par-
tridge with sharply defined black collar
distinguishing it from all other partridg-
es except the Rock Partridge that was in-
troduced to Lebanon in small numbers.
Compared to the Rock partridge, the
Chukar has yellowish tinge to the fore-
neck, and most importantly it has the
black stripe over the eyes reaching the
forehead but not reaching down the side
of the bill.

1Bguis - il Jao

duajaill :alunsall

olie 610 yjg waiiw 50 gl ,0iiw 33 b
2300 1¢ (bolle abslaall als
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Common Quail - s3all jilb




w———— Game bird b 634)b

Coturnix coturnix Srall plb
Common Quail duojaill :dlunsll
Phasianidae 01110 yjg wailw 34 ¢l oilw 18 b
L 18 cm, WS34cm, W 110g 2300 ¢ (bolle abslaall albs
Conservation status: Least concern aoyl 0 1540 20 0240 agounall 222l
Bag Limit / Per Trip: 20 6aolgll
Main Threats: Over hunting, poaching, ne up gl o Jigall jgeai 3lbaill
netting, pesticides, habitat degrada- ol oo il olaaiwl (iails
tion, and agricultural practices. .yeljj clwjlaog
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Un- Spaiog il pe 1glid 6 aujgillg agll
common and localized migrant breeder =g Jaill 9. clodl o Lowp sjens
in the Begaa Valley, on the Palm Islands ongI jgre <l Tan ol .spdl sl
and elsewhere. Very common passage g blud caniio go @bliall 2100 @§g0
migrant over most of the country from S JTIviY plol v ol dJ|g| 0g Ul p|g|
mid-February—late May and early Jusll . Jallg J|3| &0 lgagl sl 8agll of ue
August-late November, with peaks in als bl lgl Gid Jodl ggild o iy
March and September. Few overwinter gl o
in December—February, mainly in the

Begaa Valley.

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL  AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Main features for identification: :duggll 2330 Wlenllg duuigl Oljrall
A small rounded game bird, streaked aiite §g6 g il bhaog jii4o poo jilb
brown with a white eye-stripe, and paler il syl las GO g3 aal pul ba
underparts. Male has black throat cen- Awgpo aubg digb dnindl ghi glubll
tre, the female has a white chin. In flight Al Ghaii U lglojlg

shows long and semi-pointed wings, and
the feet and legs do not extend past the
end of the tail.
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Eurasian Woodcock - il sl - wlsll ¢l
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w———— Game bird 2up 634)b

Scolopax rusticola Pyl doboo - wlsdl elys
Eurasian woodcock Pl oboa :dlunsd
Scolopacidae 011300 yjg ailw 60 ¢l oilw 36 b
L 36 cm, WS 60 cm, W 300 g 2300 ¢ (bolle abslaall albs
Conservation status: Least concern dogl o ool 5 i0aup 2goumsell 232l
Bag Limit / Per Trip: 5 6aolgll
Main Threats: Habitat loss and degrada- Sl o gilasseg JSqall jgeai jlbadl
tion, soil degradation, woodland fire, jg@ai il 186 olpdlg wblell @ilo
deteriorating grasslands, over hunting, Joubl ljiglailg duiiell (ol 1
and avian influenza. clisf 0J9 2l glid 6 sujgilly pogll
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Not slacl g4lg «Sqid flj 9@ Las plhiil 6pogll
uncommon and regular passage mi- Gy 6jgny (@bliall aheo 6 daiso
grant and winter visitor in moderate obuy centio ) Jgdl gupdi caniio go
numbers across most of the country, cladl Lo @by

mainly in mid-October—mid-April, chief-
ly in the Begaa Valley area.

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL  AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Main features for identification: :duggll 2320 Wilénllg duwwyipl ljrall
Larger and more rounded than similar Juab .aguiy sall ciduidl go Tjlinsl islg sl
snipe. It has a long bill, large eyes, and adie clagus bgbig (i)l 2uwlq jlaiall
black bars on head at right angles to the ayglell elip Il (sl aic ddgb) (il Lle
bill (stripes in snipe that are parallel to adiso ilole 20 janall il 639890
the bill). Upperparts intricately pat- Glawll dppdl laiy  oguily  gawil
terned reddish-brown with black and abliall gg4 glybll il el dhhans
white mottled markings, and underparts Tpooo josll pgbug J.n.m.l]l ol gLugdo
are barred buff. In flight shows broad Pl Leiiy aguul widll wbyb Loiy

wings held downwards, and rufous rump
and tail with black subterminal band.
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. Game bird

Columba Oenas

Stock Dove

Columbidae

L 33 cm, WS 68 cm, W 300 g
Conservation status: Least concern

Bag Limit / Per Trip: 5 total mix of legal
pigeon species.

Main Threats: Herbicides affecting food
plants.

Status and distribution in Lebanon:
Uncommon passage migrant and win-
ter visitor to the Begaa Valley.

2uD 63J

U9 - SH ploo

asoloall :alunall

0116300 jg .aiiw 68 gl aiiw 33 b
5200 pe :lolle abslaodl @ls

a6l 5 acgnan bo 02 ggousoll 222l
dbyl o lagy ogouall plaall egi g0
620lg)l

wlie Il cilawo yibadll

Alig plgo ple :glid o 21joillg aBgll
elodl o 2l pe (s

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

Main features for identification:

Grey compact pigeon with glossy blue,
green, and purple iridescence along its
neck and wing feathers. Resembles
Rock Dove but darker with grey rump
and incomplete black wing bars. In flight
shows grey underwing with clearly de-
fined dark frame, and a broad black trail-
ing edge of tail. Compared to Woodpi-
geon smaller and lacks white neck patch-
es and white wing bands.

JUL  AUG SEP  OCT NOV DEC

:duggll 23300l wilenllg @il Gljaoll
agie goling @b) 20 @oloj 6jiiso doloo
ablyg w0l &awaig cipdg o) glol
053l lgislg ¢olllg ol elaall auds
uJ.cgj.o.'i.‘w;._l_.é:gml big ‘__s:lojj;_::cﬁllig
a0 Ualoy ligl pabsi glubll bl olall
glpbll yiny bl G81o jlb] 2o Jaumill
86 alall plos po djjlsally .idll yiyyg
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w————— Game bird b 634)b

Juvenile Common Woodpigeon - g6l pola plos
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w———— Game bird b 634)b

Columba palumbus pJa ploo
Common Woodpigeon awolaall :alunsall
Columbidae 0l 450 yjg ilw78 cly aiiw 42 b
L 42 cm, WS 78 cm, W 450 g 23g0 pe :bolle abslaoll alls
Conservation status: Least concern almT 5 dcgoao o :03ud agouall 2a=ll
Bag Limit / Per Trip: 5 total mix of pi- dboyl o lagy pgowall plasll egi o
geon species. .6a0lgll
Main Threats: Over hunting. byaall unll ;jubsill
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Per- 03lg @il 2400 :glid 6 sujgillg pBgll
haps formerly bred but no proof (Ku- plgo ple (1968 Logliaud) Jua pe oo
merloeve 1968). Not uncommon pas- algi Gl Jalif gl 09 Jlal o lo legi guLuJ
sage migrant in March and late ne galg s olach oy U ey
September-November, and an abun- Sl sy plgl oy cliill 0 Gobiio
dant but irregular winter visitor in late 6amlio) Jeliy o daobd bl dlaig
November—late February, with invasion cllling .(1999-2002 .(salp glowy glwe
peaks up to 3000 in December, princi- 03) e (500 (50 J90T (0 20 D Juauli
pally at Bentael (Ramadan-Jaradi & {liae 2186 Jus o aqjll pani

Ramadan-Jaradi 1999, 2002). One sum-
mer record of a pair in July 2015 in
Hima Anjar (Photographed by Fouad
[tani).

JAN  FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Main features for identification: Large :duggll 23301 Wlenllg duuigl Oljiall
and stocky grey pigeon with pinkish ol Gle o) ggly 8jii4o 85 dolao
breast, glossy green and purple irides- @ly omaig 2ol o0l gglg bl Llelg
cence along its neck, and distinctive asdl b e 2391 .@inll Jgb le
white patches on sides of neck and con- aic 83gago pf) dga J5 go cloy ded
spicuous white wing-bands (absent in Bui bupi 22916 aliall Lle loi (gsll
smaller Rock and Stock Doves). Juvenile plaallg (sl plaall aic 29290 Re)
lacks white neck patches. In flight shows eliul gaudl pgBi glubJl Ll Aespanll
broad white wing band on upperwing, ol dwnill ;.o.ul ¢llasg asnlg @Gisll Lle
grey underwings, and broad black trail- Jowdl go Lol .olis J5 Gle uil ball
ing edge of tail. .Aue agul bupdy as 01 saloy alallo
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Calandra Lark - ggb.o
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s Game bird 2o 63y

Melanocorypha calandra
Calandra Lark

Alaudidae

L20cm, WS 37 cm, W59 g
Conservation status: Least concern

Bag Limit / Per Trip: 50

Main Threats: Over hunting, habitat
degradation, and agricultural intensifi-
cation and insecticide use.

Status and distribution in Lebanon: Lo-
cal and not uncommon breeding resi-
dent in relatively moderate numbers in
the Begaa Valley, principally in cultivat-
ed fields, but also on low hillsides of
the Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon ranges
bordering the valley. Abundant on pas-
sage in late September—late November
and, less commonly,
mid-February—-mid-April through the
Begaa and Marjaayoun valleys, low
hills of south Lebanon, and on the
Palm Islands (Ramadan-Jaradi 2001).
Small numbers overwinter in Decem-
ber-February in the Beqgaa Valley, par-
ticularly in the Aammiq area.

usyic - @Gobwo

aypsll :anall

059 yjg eiw37 ¢l oiiw 20 b

2300 ¢ (bolle abslaall albs

dbogl o 1516 50 0340 pgouuoll 33=ll
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o legi ol :glid oo auigilly 2ogll

&0 L daiso _')|3.ClJ mmgmﬁ}ﬁ}mog
degjall ol Lo daply .oyl solg
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plal go Lagis gl jgj0 glall Hb Gle
o0 dolis Jslg ilil cupins plal ] Jabil
$2lg pe gluy ceniio Gl bl caniio
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&0 @obd bly ) Jadl yailb o i

&uac dshio

JAN FEB  MAR APR
Main features for identification: Robust
lark, streaked greyish brown above and
white below, heavy bill and with large
black patches on the breast (lower
throat) sides. In flight shows dark under-
wing with white trailing edge, and white
sides of tail.

MAY  JUN

JUL  AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
:duggll 3u20i Wlenllg dauuuiyl Gljaoll
oledll go (salogl-ill dbhio &gs 5ub
281 30919 clow jlaiall . Jawll go clbwg
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. Game bird

Turdus pilaris

Fieldfare

Turdidae

L25¢cm, WS40 cm, W 100 g
Conservation status: Least concern

Bag Limit / Per Trip: 10

Main Threats: Over hunting.

Status and distribution in Lebanon: Un-
common passage migrant and winter
visitor from early November—early
March in most montane areas; chiefly
in orchards, cultivated areas, river val-
leys, open areas with trees and mixed
woodland.

2uD 63J

aioul @il

0116100 gjg Jaiiw 40 gl aliw 25 b
5200 pe :lolle abslaodl &ls

&0 2161 10 10340 2gouall 2=l
Baolgll aloyl

byeall anll ksl

JU il pe gl 6 sujgill aigll
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ol 509 dbjaio

JAN  FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

Main features for identification: Large
thrush with distinctive long dark tail,
slate grey lower back, rump, and head,
contrasting with chestnut-brown upper
back and coverts. \White underparts,
buff-reddish heavily streaked breast,
and black "V" marks on flanks. In flight
shows unique combination of dark tail
and white underwing, help separate it
from all other thrushes.

JUL  AUG  SEP

OCT NOV DEC

:ayggll 230l Wilanllg dpuipl ljzall
099 Jigb ogul 15 ojioy 65 diow
wuiplg jasllg jghll Jauwl hay alo)
1Bl Glel Giy Giliws gol wily I
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Song Thrush - 63j.0 diouw




w———— Game bird b 634)b

Turdus philomelos

Song Thrush

Turdidae

L23cm, WS35cm, W82g
Conservation status: Least concern

Bag Limit / Per Trip: 20 total mix of Song
thrush and Mistle Thrush species.

Main Threats: Climate change, changes
in agricultural practices, trapping, and
over hunting.

Status and distribution in Lebanon: Very
common passage migrant in early
October—late November and
mid-February—early May and an uncom-
mon to scarce winter

visitor late November—late February.
Recorded in orchards, olive groves,
open cedar groves, cultivation, maquis,
isolated trees and around Aammiq
Swamp. Rare on the coast and islands.

diouw -63)00 dioun

ayioull :alunsll

01182 yjg oiiw 35 el allw 23 b

2300 1¢ (bolle abslaall albs

1346 20 acgoao o 0340 ogouuoll 3=l
diowg 6opeall ) ool glg_ji oo
Baolall dogl o (@iall
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Main features for identification: Medium
sized thrush with olive-brown upper-
parts Underparts creamy and boldly
marked with arrow-shaped spots, chest
and underwing coverts buff. Compared
to Redwing, larger, and lacks white su-
percilium, reddish flanks and rufous un-
derwing coverts.

JUL  AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

séuggll 22ai) Gilenllg duuidl ciljrall
oo Qi dayglj gay aoall dhugio diow
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w———— Game bird 2up 634)b

Turdus viscivorus

Mistle Thrush

Turdidae

L28cm, WS45cm, W 125¢
Conservation status: Least concern

Bag Limit / Per Trip: 20 total mix of
Song thrush and Mistle Thrush species.
Main Threats: Modern forestry practic-
es, and over hunting.

Status and distribution in Lebanon:
Very scarce and local migrant breeder
to remote areas of the north. Uncom-
mon to scarce on passage and com-
mon in winter from late October—late
March in open montane woodland and
river valleys. Uncommon winterer in
the Begaa Valley, including Aammig.

i) 315 - Gsall dioan

duiowll :@loall

0l1e125 yjg oiw 45 cb 0iiw 28 b
2300 ¢ (bolle abslaall albs

1346 20 acgoao Lo :03u0 agounall 53=ll
dinwg 63590l ) ool glgji g0
Baolgll alayl 6 (@il

agblell olyloadl 6 pei ylaail
byaall ynllg dppllg

o apd :glid o sujoilly angll

@bliadl 6 2460 Laynob  2bgalog
Gl 2l pe plgo ple gl go alladll
dygiiull &Ll d_Lb il auny didlg ,:_u:nu
oo Il plgl S Jodll gupi lgl o

Jlgidll a.l:)glg dogianll  aduall @bLuJJl
clls o Loy glm.lluog_]hu;.l.cumm

JAN  FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

Main features for identification: Large
stocky thrush with a heavy bill and an up-
right posture. Similar to the Song
Thrush, but larger, generally paler, long
tail with white corners, white under-
wing-coverts, and underparts heavily
marked with rounded dark spots (ar-
row-shaped in Song Thrush). In flight
shows white underwing coverts.

JUL  AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

:dyggll 23201 wilenllg dxuuipl Gljsall
a9 i pus Jl6io Lg) 8jii4og 615 diaw
n4l Lgidlg 8apeall dloull auii éaiuo
C1ai wlilbé .clby blgj 20 Jobl lguisg
baio Jawill go puusllg clay aliall
ey Jad Gle) didla épaiuo béiy

(62520ll diouull aic agu il



w———— Game bird b 634)b

Male Common Chaffinch - ailnlJl jgénc j43

Juvenile Common Chaffinch - 26U ailnll jgénc
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w———— Game bird b 634)b

Fringilla coelebs

Common Chaffinch

Fringillidae

L 14 cm, WS 26 cm, W 23 g
Conservation status: Least concern

Bag Limit / Per Trip: 25

Main Threats: Habitat loss and degrada-
tion, climate change, over-hunting,
and poaching.

Status and distribution in Lebanon:
Very common breeding resident
(mid-March-late July) in most habitats
at mid to high altitude, with highest
densities in cedar groves, fir and pine
forests, river valleys and orchards. Very
common on passage and in winter in
early October—late April.

Jguipns - 2iloll jgénc

ayjouinpull tdlunoll

011623 ¢jg Jaiiw 26 by aiiw 14 b

2390 ¢ (bolle abslaall als

:620lgll doyl (6 03ub 2g0uall 232l
" s0lgll aoyll 6 1540 25

Sliall pei ojamaig Jigall glago jibail
.cqpinall geg byaoll aunll

2w amgw gl (6 2sjgillg 209l
oo elag (jaai dlgi (_,JI JIal Laniio o)
dhuwgiall wilelaill e Jilgall abso
cble Lo pal aslidy ambiy Cus allellg
99 1811l glag ;69 pginllg ogillg
09 Joll JUs 2o 250 .agslall gl
190 wiblgig dg_lJl i bl g lnddl
ol

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

Main features for identification: Medium
to large finch. Male brightly colored,
with distinctive grey crown and nape,
and rust-red face and underparts.

Female and Juvenile duller, with green-
ish-grey upperparts and buff under-
parts. Both sexes distinguished in all
plumages by contrasting double
wing-bars and white outer tail feathers.

JUL  AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

:duggll 20321 Glenllg dauudl Gljuoll
ad) ladg guly did af 3] dwslj glgll g3 j53dl
soal goli ghug jang aagg «saloy ggly
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d’:u.ll Jinyg oliall e uu:.ul b
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w=s Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting ws
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Northern Shoveler - @20 gui by
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Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting

02D 5GOLD JIC Ll

Spatula clypeata @dya0 qui by
Northern Shoveler daubull :aupsll
Anatidae olie 600 yjq aiiw 78 ¢l .aiiw 50 b
L 50 cm, WS 78 cm, W 600 g 2390 1i¢ (bolle abslaoll als
Conservation status: Least concern 02D 2gouo e — up b gl c':'liéJI
Category: Non game bird-Not allowed- u_mp.uJI bul) s)oall byl -

for hunting. &wogip Plolg Jigall jg@ai . up jlb.:).l"
Similar to: Mallard 9 i 2ild :glid 6 aujoilly aogll
Main Threats: Hunting, habitat degra- o0 240 200 g3 go Ulpwl Lol J4ssy
dation, and viral diseases. ol bl caniio o abyl @blioll abeo
Status and distribution in Lebanon: ol il Gl JgiJT Laniio gogq JbT Jslgf
Usually not uncommon, but occasional- it palgl g ol dgéso alacl s ]
ly flocks of up to 200, in most wetlands dracq gacpsll 6 dnbs Jlal Jslglg Jodil
from mid-February—early May and abyl qelodl @bliall o Jsl Jasiug
mid-September—early November. ol

Fair numbers overwinter from late
October—early March chiefly at Qa-
raoun, Aammiqg and to a lesser extent
in other wetlands in the Begaa Valley.

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL  AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Main features for identification: Superficially :duggll 3332 Wlénllg dwuuipl ljrall
similar to Mallard, but this species is unmis- ojléio Ly cqill 1am lc wopeill Jguill o
takable due to its large spoon-shaped bill. 153l (q.opnll) Sl a.o.v.ln.lldmu;s:x]l

The male in spring has a white breast, a dark
glossy green head, and chestnut belly and
flanks. As such it recalls a male mallard with

obig 2ol .Lml u"'lg ..pul Ja0 2ul 6
I §85 dwby ail gsl K-TH ML) mlg:g

enlarged white ring pushing the chestnut ggll 2639 cloul adlall e 83bj go
backward. In flight, blue forewing feathers rgbi glpbll il .elygll Sl qu-U-"-l-"-“
are revealed, separated from the green obodl go oliall @go syl il cililbe
speculum by a white border. Female gray- N =1Id d:xyl by sl slall ge leloayg
ish-brown overall, with plumage much like a )bl byl uU| auii doloy iy (il
female mallard, vbut eaglly dlstlngulshed by Jaioll J4ud JUb go dgguuy i lgidlg
the long broad k_J|II,an_d in ﬂ|_ght shows_dark- ddew dninl 20 aolin gdlo b g el
er belly contrasting with white underwing. LA
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Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting

02D 5GOLD JIC Ll
Crex crex spall ello - (sglull
Corncrake daucyoll :ainsoll
Rallidae olie 155 yjq aiiw 46 ¢l aiiw 29 b
L 29 cm, WS 46 cm, W 155 g 2390 1i¢ (bolle abslaoll als
Conservation status: Least concern 2qowo pé - uyp dab cuw diall
Category: Non Game bird-Not allowed [FRtla)
for hunting. jall 5lb iy
Similar to: Common Quiail olago unll dch olwloo jtbsdl
Main Threats: Farming practices, hunt- loll peig ajgeai g Jilgall
ing, habitat loss and degradation, and Be ple plgo glid 6 ajgilly 2igll
global warming. J|J| 0 ahiio ple Lanallg sul 0 25l
Status and distribution in Lebanon: An Lyeuhll Jadl jjo dpono 6 glujp &lug
uncommon passage migrant over Leba- lag) aliliwlg dueub pe 61alio ¢llliag
non in autumn and spring. Regular in Jodll yqils 6 o0 J9p &bl Gle ggill
May and the beginning of June on the (2005 .olbpibg 2l glowy) 2003

Palm Islands. An isolated record at Tyre
Coast on 6 December 2003 was excep-
tional (Ramadan-Jaradi et al 2005).

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL  AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Main features for identification: :duggll 2u2ail Gilénllg dwuipl Aljrall
Unlike other smaller Crakes occurring in Lol clbdl cld gpll glgil sy gube Lle
Lebanon, the Corncrake is found mainly dup elib wls sqlull glo Yl 6 639290l
in dry land, and is often heard more fre- oo g aobll U_Dlj_ul o0 by b Wleo
quently than seen. It has light yel- o9l .lglugy oo 4l lgigo 2auy ool abeo
low-brown plumage, with pale grey on Llelg lggag laiy jeno i logac Loy
face and upperparts of breast, and it has 03 gll ggl g sl (s2loj Lagigls ajan
a dark eye. It can be distinguished from Glbilbég aaioll I.g.lajl alé glpbJl LSt
Common Quail using these features and il dyaull Lgiljalg asilinwsll Lguolis
in flight It has long dangling legs, chest- 98 sall spall gc lgdyai dialll 6yanall
nut wing coverts and buff underparts un- Jooo jani lagi

like the Common Quail.
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Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting

02D 5GOLD JIC Ll
Gallinago gallinago Wil — 2ild wsiub
Common Snipe ausiill :alupsll
Scolopacidae olie 140 yjq aiiw 45 ¢l aiiw 26 b
L26cm, WS45cm, W 140 g 2300 1i¢ (bolle abslaoall als
Conservation status: Least concern 2qowo pé — uyo dab cuw diall
Category: Non Game bird-Not allowed o
for hunting. ol ~gjgull )0l oo reuuiny
Similar to: Eurasian Woodcock. aunll ejgeai g Jilgall glasoe jUasdl
Main Threats: Habitat loss and degrada- .olallq (;C')U_m 8)lal
tion, hunting, and land and water man- Be ple plgo glid 6 ajgilly gigll
agement. 2iling cayallg pul 6 ahiio g4lg 2l
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Un- Lg_::"IJ_TJI obeo 0 aaliy il o o legi
common but regular passage migrant dshiog (ujouiug @uac Jreay dialg aililll
and not uncommon winter visitor. il o dobs ygo ¢blu

Occurs over most of the country but fa-
vours the Aammiq area, Bishmezzine
and Tyre Coast, principally in winter.

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL  AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Main features for identification: :duggll 3ua0il lenllg dwuuipl Oljiall
Medium snipe, slightly smaller than 00 el ey jonl ,000]l dbuugio drdud
Great Snipe, but with longer strait bill Gl 28iaiq Jabl lejlaio ¢4)q 8xall drduidl
and lacks extensive dark barring on alilbeg gbyl Gle dislall angell bgball
underparts and underwings. dnungo aglell cipdl . Jowll go oliall
Upperparts are mottled brown. 8oy phi ool wadisy loaic .idh
Whenflushed, flies erratically to a good rebi glpbll clisl o clai) s algic
height. In flight shows white trailing los (sgilill aliall gy cldwl Wipbil
edge to pointed wing, and white belly Bl dslos ge waliszi .gbul Bl jgby
patch. Told from the Eurasian obdl guidl le dlghll bghall
Woodcock by the longitudinal stripes on glpbll asiybg a0l pé Jigoll .gawudll
head (stripes parallel to bill), white ) .auilguinell

belly, it is not normally found in
woodland habitat, and has a more
erratic flight pattern.
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Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting
031D 2g0uI0 HE At

Columba livia

Rock Dove

Columbidae

L 33 cm, WS 68 cm, W 300 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Category: Non Game bird-Not allowed
for hunting.

Similar to: Stock Pigeon.

Main Threats: Inter-breeding with feral
pigeons, poaching, and hunting.
Status and distribution in Lebanon:

A fairly common resident in the mon-
tane rocky areas of the Lebanon and
Anti-Lebanon ranges and to a lesser ex-
tent on some sea cliffs, including
Raouché (The Pigeon Rock of Beirut).
Many Feral Pigeons Columba livia f. do-
mestica have returned to wild or
semi-wild conditions, some inhabiting
(for over 30 years) the upper storeys of
tall buildings abandoned since the civil
war in Beirut.

@)jl 12 plos - (5330 ploo

asoloall :alunsll

olie 300 yjg aiiw 68 ¢l ailiw 33 b
52g0 1¢ tlolle absloodl @llo

2g0uu0 JE — o b Cuuy tdisll
o

sl plan]l ey

pe unllg galall plaall 20 olgjil bl
gl

0 o400 21l iglid (6 2ujoillg 2gll
s g gilubud) aadl apanll @bliall
0 lov il ol Logpll cally Jal
0 plaall 6pap gI augyl ashio ¢l
@lebhdﬂluowldiua-ugm
awd gl gl 8Lall Gl sle sall golallg
o)l @lghll oAy (sl planils dpll
J45 Tio vapo3 of 29y Ciguy 6 djg2gall
el Lyl

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN
Main features for identification:
Grayish-blue compact pigeon with

glossy blue, green and purple irides-
cence along its neck and wing feathers.
Resembles Stock Dove but with distinc-
tive white rump and two black bands on
wings (one incomplete bar in Stock
Dove). Feral population might show a
variation in colors including white, red
and black. Compared to Wood Pigeon
smaller and lacks the white neck patch-
es and white wing bands.
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rygpll 331 Cilanllg dxuniyll Sijrall
i Lglg 1840 «salo) @il gl Ll dolas
josly g0l @l gwolinllg asyl Gl
galg apll dolon)l awdi  .@lp (Ruoig
Gleg (@l dolonll aic (s3loy) Bl jac
aolg agul J:upu) Olagaul glbypis Lguolin
aolall planll Lol . (sl ploall aic Joito pe
olgll o Loy glgldll o legii jgby 280
ol @lall 20 &jléo elagullg yonllg el
ole elol 28yl asiayg jool spanll olaall

ouiballg ausyll



Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting
031D 2gouL0 HE At

Bimaculated Lark - 6pis I3
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Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting
031D 2g0uL0 HE At

Melanocorypha bimaculata
Bimaculated Lark

Alaudidae

L16.5cm, WS 37 cm, W55 g
Conservation status: Least concern
Category: Non Game bird-Not allowed
for hunting.

Similar to: Calandra Lark

MainThreats: Hunting, habitat degrada-
tion, and insecticides.

Status and distribution in Lebanon: Un-
common migrant breeder in high mon-
tane areas, chiefly in Arz el Shouf, high
hillsides looking over the Begaa Valley
area and the slopes of Mt Hermon, and
very rare in the Begaa Valley. Less com-
mon than Calandra Lark M. calandra,
but regular on passage in
September-October and scarcer in
early March—-mid-April over most of the
country, including coastal area. Over-
winters in small numbers in the Beqgaa
Valley during November—February.

BHL Ggbo — GBI o

dapsll :alnsll

olye 55 yjg waiiw 37 el \aiiw 165 b
3290 e :lolle @bslaoll alls

@340 ogauo pe — uo 8ypb yuyl :disll
@oboll ey

olaaiwlg Jilaall jg@ai .aunll ;jubsill
Ayl cilapoll

pe dpeo0 carno (glid 6 a1jgillg angll
0 anl el aliall @bliall o 2ili
Jow Gle @bhall agawll (el Logadl jjf
929 (ygop) dpidl 1o pgaw leg gloyl
cladl o yol

JAN  FEB MAR APR

Main features for identification:
Streaked greyish brown above and whit-
ish to pale brown below. Compared to
its relative the Calandra Lark, it is slightly
smaller. In flight shows paler underwing
without conspicuous white trailing edge
and without white tail side. Instead, the
tail has a white tip.

MAY  JUN
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séuggll 23203 wilenllg digl ciljrall
Sl wla Gledl go ooyl Lidh hbio
@ghall g0 &jlaoll Jawdl o cusly i
oo Blay] jgbyg 1ls 120l ails wogllall
Jaiey aiidg (Ggboll aic Tlaw)) Jowll
aic clidy bliy ,giiig awilgs Lle puil
(oiabangll griingll Gle lac lo) aiylgi
algi Ll bolg lowi Ibs jgby U ail Las

2l ;6 glyabll gy
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Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting

02D 5GOLD JIC Ll
Alauda arvensis welj - aguwl gjgull closll s
Eurasian Skylark apsll :aosll
Alaudidae olie 39 yjg waiiw 33 gl aiiw 18 b
L18cm, WS33cm, W39¢g 22g0 ¢ :bolle absblooll albs
Conservation status: Least concern [®2up pgowo e — o dayb (uy :diall
Category: Non Game bird-Not allowed @Gaholl by
for hunting. olasiwlg Jflgall jg@ai unll :jlbadll
Similar to: Calandra Lark. ) Aypdndl calagell
Main Threats: Hunting, habitat degra- jopo <lifl 2l :glig b sujgillg abgll
dation, and insecticides. olug caniio G bl qlay o spagll
Status and distribution in Lebanon: EuLng Jodl eupin JSlgl o pdl Jl:uzbg
Common on passage in early iy .@Gbliall ahso o Sl UJJ.uJJ
March—-mid-April and abundant in ear- S dadll ggild o gladl oo s alacl;
ly October—late November in most are- ol ol I Py cllling il ggils dlgi
as, particularly the coast and the Begaa lppag Ul o Ay ggd go ygainy

Valley. Very small numbers overwinter
in Begaa in December-late January. A
few non-breedingindividuals over-sum-
mer in May—June.

JAN  FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Main features for identification: Light :duggll 2u30il Wlenllg dwuuipl ljiall
brown to sandy grey above with darker 20 Gledl o s3loy oy Sl aile i jgenc
streaks. Breast buff (broader than 20 oo Pl Jawll go .@isla bgbs
Calandra) with streaks, belly white. It (Lopll) dcjis)l jamdl Sl @isls bghba
has an obvious Crest, nearly absent in (8pgdl) dngiall pall il el o ol
Calandra Lark and a little smaller than in auilall wlibill Ll sapg pils Juall
crested Lark. Centre of tail rusty, either blsi jlanll gilg glgilitio iiillg }53JI
side darker and with white outer tail cien dlole g0 jgbll le disl
feathers. Sexes alike, but young have algi Lle Pl clowl dpdlg .drdiin
dark spots on back with scaly ochre mark- c1ai Lol Jbés guallll aic glpbll giu)
ings. The Eurasian Skylark has a whitish aic jonwo Liap) Pldl gai Jrousd oliall
trailing edge to wings, except in juvenile, ) (&agioll susll

and has pale whitish underwing (rusty
buff in Crested Lark).
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Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting

02D 5GOLD JIC Ll
Turdus iliacus dyno diouw — gliall elpos diouw
Redwing duioull :dlunsll
Turdidae ol 63 yjq ailw 33 cb @iw 21 b
L21Tcm, WS33cm, W63g 2390 1i¢ (bolle abslaoll als
Conservation status: Near threatened [®2up pgowo ¢ — o dayb Gyl :diall
Category: Non Game bird-Not allowed 6220l diouwll i
for hunting. Sliall peig Jilgall jg@35 . aunll ;jibadll
Similar to: Song Thrush J45 oo jgpo 1glid 6 aajgillg 2Bgll
Main Threats: Climate change, habitat ¢0g JlIal dylgi ] bl weniio go op_ng
loss and degradation, and hunting. Jadl 0gild Laniio Gl G g Jgl
Status and distribution in Lebanon: 0gils Jigl go il o lequd [l auni
Scarce passage migrant in 03m 6alito jby blub caniio J] Jgdl
mid-February-late March and 2ol og ddiall @bliall guiluy o diowll
early November-mid-December and olpdlg  dsgieall jUI wlleg gyl
commoner in winter from Tjabagehpl Jgaall 69 dagianll ablisoll
early December—early February. gladl og Jolwdl Gle 2ali o

Most frequently recorded in montane
orchards, olive groves, open cedar
groves, open mixed woodland, open
country and cultivation. Rare on the
coast and in the Beqgaa Valley.

JAN  FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Main features for identification: Small :duggll 2u30il Wlenllg dwuuiyl Gljiall
compact thrush, smaller than both ole clpoo asup 2o 6jiiso dpeD diow
Mistle and Song Thrushes. Very obvious go aliall ulilbe Jleg puuall by
and distinctive facial markings (unlike (63320l dioudl aic diml alery) Jawdl
the other thrushes), bold white supercili- anlag golll ($auidg Jaype wab gl Las
um and white sub-moustachal stripe. clip 1. @sall dioawq 63p2all dioul! e ojiay
With distinctive rufous red flanks and un- 00 adauwll el laiy doloy duy dglell
derwing coverts (buff in Song Thrush). T ouilalig jandl (e @idla blai 2o dnwo

Upperparts greyish-brown, underparts
whitish with dark spots on chest and
flanks.
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Non Game bird - Not allowed for hunting

0345 2G.010 [IC ALl
Fringilla montifringilla 2iloll ¢lya - Jlouwil 2ilo
Brambling ayyguinpinl dlunsll
Fringillidae olpe 24 yjq oiiw 26 ¢l Qilw 145 b
L 14.5cm, WS 26 cm, W 24 g 2390 ji¢ (bolle abslaall als
Conservation status: Least concern [®2up pgowo ¢ — o dayb Gyl :diall
Category: Non Game bird-Not allowed ailnl iy
for hunting. Sliall yeig wunll jibsdl
Similar to: Chaffinch aislg 2ilw pe gl (o a1joillg aogll
Main Threats: Climate change, and o cliudl Jdag ongI jqpo clifl ,aJ:um
hunting. bl 6 oluy plgl Gl Jadl gy Jilgl
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Un- e ol Loalny il 69 oguillg j 1l
common but regular passage migrant 236 100 J1 Jigs ansi &jle Logoy JAau

and winter visitor in early October—late
April in cedar, pine and fir forests, and
orchards. Large flocks of up to 100
may occur locally in local irruptions.

JAN  FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Main features for identification: :duggll 2320 Wilénllg dwuaipl Wljrall
Medium-sized finch, resembles sabie )l pilnll ady @20l bugio jganc
Common Chaffinch, but more heavily b5 . Jlbiy jan bl jacg gby d ¢5g
marked and more orangey coloured. It Jsi :g.n.ul wiag aliallg waidll e Slaip
has a white rump and belly, distinctive or- 1abg gul) 2uyl &0 153l .aiilgi 6 Lsuisi
ange chest, shoulder and wing-bar, and 20llg apaall pe Ballg il . gloguo
shorter deeply forked black tail. Aispallg dbaiall daloll dipdl yas)bih
Breeding male with jet black head and i Wb elhqudl dylgill 95 yon il jlaiallg
back. Female, has white on back unlike 2925l il oliall bypd gp0all

Chaffinch, non-breeding male, and juve-
nile, with speckled and mottled upper-
parts, and yellow bill with dark tip. In
flight shows double wing-bars.

42



== Globally Threatened Species-lllegal to hunt ==
021D gioy -yollell (ggiumall Ll PHlysildl 22g0

Male Common Pochard - (sgljos by 355

Female Common Pochard - (sglpas by il
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== Globally Threatened Species-lllegal to hunt ==
034D gioy -yollell (ggiumall Ll PHlysildl 2280

Aythya ferina

Common Pochard

Anatidae

L 45 cm, WS 80 cm, W 1000 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable due to
rapid decline of its population over sev-
eral generations.

Main Threats: Hunting, habitat degra-
dation, poisoning, disturbance, fish
nets, and avian influenza.

Status and distribution in Lebanon: Un-
common on passage in October—No-
vember and even rarer in March-April
at inland waters, coasts and islands. A
scarce winter visitor in relatively small
numbers to Aammiq, Bishmezzine and
Qaraoun in December—February.

uuig - (Sgljoo by

daubull :dunall

olie 1000 yjq ailw 80 cby .aiiw 45 b
ol L & lalle abslaall alls
2015 ple (J] 2012 ole 3io dcpuy loolacl
09l iog

ool Jigall jgeai aunll lbadl
JasbJl jiglailg wllow Il aup el olej !
Jgj0 Uil 23l e zglisd 56 2jgillg 23gll
yislg il i Jodil gy o 81agll
dbyl @bliall o glug Jlal O 6)
gl Plis awoub jollg dadoludlg adslall
bl I Jodll ggils o alls slach 8ale
0oepallg (ujosiug @Groc 0

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

Main features for identification:

A medium sized duck with a distinctive
triangular shaped head. The male has a
chestnut head and neck, black breast,
and pale grey back, a long dark bill with
grey band and red eyes. The female has
a pale brown head and body, and dark
bill with narrow grey band.

JUL  AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

:dyggll 24221 wilénllg il Sljell
uli.oquuu.ulj lglg oonll dbuugio dby
by abuugiy o515 Jigb Jlaio 153l (52l
agdicg d.ulijg clpoo  digicg  «(Soloj
.23l6 ($oloj opgbg :g.u.ll 0japg Ul.l.ll.l.uu.‘)
lglg sl it goly pumag gul) il
ells go ,_g.l.nl Saloj byl 2o j4la jléio

531 (sall



== Globally Threatened Species-lllegal to hunt ==
021D 2ioy -yollell (ggiumall Ll PHlysidl 22g0

23 Marbled Teal - gj20 635
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== Globally Threatened Species-lllegal to hunt ==
034D gioy -yollell (ggiumall Ll PHlysildl 2280

Marmaronetta angustirostris
Marbled Teal

Anatidae

L 40 cm, WS 66 cm, W 450 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable due to
rapid decline of its population as a re-
sult of its habitat degradation.

Main Threats: Habitat degradation,
hunting, disturbance and algal pollu-
tion.

Status and distribution in Lebanon:
Regarded as accidental or vagrant in
wetlands of Lebanon with four dated
records since 1977 till today: one in
September, one in October and two in
December.

$}0)0 by - §j20 530

daybyll :alunsll

olie 450 gjg .ailw 66 ¢l Laiiw 40 b
1994 300 e :balle dbslooll als
Jg@ail anyiis acpuy Wwalacl (Bl L
Lg.ljl%o

ool Jigall jgeai aundl lbadl
bbbl diglillg olejyl

abyl 03m Cupicl :glid 6 sjgillg aBgll
a0 aulll abygl @blall Lo 8L
i bas wilo gyl Bamgis ol sy 1977
Jodll cupis (56 6409 Jalil 6 60+ gyl
Jadl ygild 6 oiteg

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

Main features and traits for identifica-
tions: Pale Grey-brown teal, diffusely
blotched off-white, with a blackish
brown eye-patch and a short crest on
nape. In flight, the wings look pale with-
out a marked pattern, with paler grey sil-
very secondaries that lack speculum.

JUL  AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

sduggll 23303 wilenllg dipl ciljrell
sl Pully dedio ddloy duis dby
ayiy by losise Lleg lgows chail 8
iy o e sl 185 e Lglg -83guo
oo dialy dnindl asbiv glubll Uil .juos
$alogs olgall yinyg Lol wilodle (sl ggo

6lyo ggay B0
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== Globally Threatened Species-lllegal to hunt ==
031D 2ioy -yollell (ggiumall le PHlysildl 22g0

Female Velvet Scoter - Llosoll jghsuwill by il



== Globally Threatened Species-lllegal to hunt ==
034D gioy -yollell (ggiumall Ll PHlysildl 2280

Melanitta fusca

Velvet scoter

Anatidae

L 58 ¢cm, WS 94 cm, W 1200 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable since it
has been estimated to have undergone
a population decline of 30-49% over
the last three generations.

Main Threats: Oil spills, marine pollu-
tants, habitat degradation, fish nets,
and avian influenza.

Status and distribution in Lebanon:
Considered as vagrant with only two re-
cords: one at the Nahr el Kalb estuary
on 10 December 1960, and one report-
ed offshore Sarafand on 12 November
2005.

loso jghduwl by

asbyll :aupall

plyc 1200 yjq aiiw 94 ¢l aiiw 58 b
oi ¢l aio @is :lwolle dbsboll dls
Juodl Jib 49-30% duwui lgnsli pasi
o lol clil

Ayl oliglallheill  wpuillylsadl
liglailg wlowll 2o el Jigall jgaai
JaihJl

Gthoad J1b go 1glid 9 p1jgillg 2ogll
ol o Iyl ojliic] 0i egill I5lg) guid]
ungﬁL_,.Dl_lJ_‘LJH.QJu.D.OlLCng”LLD.UJJJ'
&0 2ol ol o ilillg 1960 Jodll
) 2005 1 gy

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

Main features for identification:

Large bulky shaped seaduck, with large
bill. The glossy black male has a black
and yellow bill, white around the eye,
and white speculum. The brown female
has a dark bill, two pale patches on each
side of the head, and white wing patch-
es.

JUL  AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

:duggll 2u30il Wlenllg dwuipl Oljiall
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Oxyura leucocephala
White-headed Duck

Anatidae

L 46 cm, WS 66 cm, W 700 g
Conservation status: Endangered due
to rapid decline of its population.

Main Threats: Competition and intro-
gressive hybridisation with the non-na-
tive North American Ruddy Duck Oxyu-
ra jamaicensis, climate change, habitat
loss and degradation, pollution and
hunting.

Status and Distribution in Lebanon:
Shallow lakes, swamps, and brackish la-
goons. Vagrant with one recent record
only; One female shot on 4 November
2017, in Lake Qaraoun. (Ramadan-Jara-
di & Itani, submitted).
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Main features for identification: Small
diving duck with large head, short black
webbed feet, chestnut-brown body. It
has a thick bill swollen at the base. The
male has a distinctive blue bill, a white
head with a black cap and neck. Female
and juvenile are duller and have a white
face with dark cap and cheek stripe, and
a dark grey bill.
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Puffinus yelkouan

Yelkouan Shearwater

Procellariidae

L 34 cm, WS 85 cm, W 400 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable due to
rapid decline caused by low survival
rate of adults and immatures caused by
fisheries bycatch and predation.

Main Threats: Fishing bycatch, pollu-
tion, and predators.

Status and distribution in Lebanon: Reg-
ular in small numbers on passage,
sometimes with flocks up to 200 indi-
viduals off shore. Few winter records of
singles or flocks (up to 50) often mixing
with Common Black-headed Gull (La-
rus ridibundus) while resting on surface
water.
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Main  features for identification:
Medium-sized shearwater with dark
black-brown upperparts contrasting
with white underparts and underwings.
Dark underwings tips and trailing edge.
In flight, shows large feet extend slightly
beyond tail.
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Podiceps auritus

Horned Grebe

Podicipedidae

L36cm, WS 61 cm, W450g
Conservation status: Vulnerable since
2012 due to rapid decline caused by
disturbance, operations of forestry
around the breeding lakes, stocking
lakes with Rainbow Trout fish and wa-
ter level fluctuation.

Main Threats: Human disturbance,
Hunting, habitat degradation, pollu-
tion, and fishing nets.

Status and distribution in Lebanon:
Vagrant with only two records: one at
Damour mouth on 20 December 1996
and one in autumnal plumage in an ar-
tificial pond at Tyre Coast Nature Re-
serve on 28 September 2004.
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Main features for identification:

Unlikely to appear in breeding plumage.
In winter, dark grey and white. In flight,
it usually shows a small white mark on
shoulder and white confined to second-
ary feathers (white of secondaries ex-
tends to inner primaries in black-necked
Grebe).  Differentiated  from  the
Red-necked Grebe in non-breeding
plumage by its smaller straight bill with-
out yellow tinges, white foreneck and
cheeks, and red eyes.
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Neophron percnopterus

Egyptian Vulture

Accipitridae

L 63 cm, WS 155 cm, W 2000 g
Conservation status: Endangered. \With-
in Europe this vulture has undergone
very rapid declines over three genera-
tions (53 years).

MainThreats: Hunting, persecution, dis-
turbance, electrocution and poisoning.
Status and distribution in Lebanon:
Uncommon passage migrant.

Occurs during March—early June (most
mid-March—-mid-April)

and late August-late October, princi-
pally over the Begaa Valley and Leba-
non mountain range.
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Main features for identification:

Adult's plumage white, with black flight
feathers. Wings are pointed, with the
third primary being the longest; tail is
wedge shaped. Legs are pink in adults
and grey in the brown juveniles.
Juveniles are all dark, sub-adults a mix
between juvenile and adult plumage
and both are best identified by their dis-
tinctive silhouette.
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Clanga clanga

Greater Spotted Eagle

Accipitridae

L 66 cm, WS 170 cm, W 2300 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable be-
cause it has a small population which
appears to be declining owing to exten-
sive habitat loss and persistent persecu-
tion.

MainThreats: Hunting, persecution, dis-
turbance at roosting sites, electrocu-
tion, and poisoning.

Status and distribution in Lebanon: Ir-
regular and scarce passage migrant
over the country, with most records on
the main migration routes, in
March—April and September—October.
One over the Palm Islands on

16 November 1996 (Ramadan-Jaradi &
Ramadan-Jaradi 1999). Formerly rare
winterer.
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Main features for identification: Dark
brown from above, including head and
neck (light in Lesser). From below, wing
coverts dark brown to black compared to
the usually similarly dark or paler flight
feathers. Adult lacks dark trailing edge
of underwing seen in Steppe Eagle.
Juvenile blackish brown above and be-
low, with paler flight feathers from be-
low and with white spots in bands across
the upper wing. While gliding, the
Greater spotted Eagle holds the feathers
at the tips of the wings downward.
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Aquila nipalensis

Steppe Eagle

Accipitridae

L 75 cm, WS 200 cm, W 3250 g
Conservation status: Endangered.

Its population has undergone very rap-
id recent declines across much of the
range.

Main Threats: Hunting, persecution, dis-
turbance at roosting sites, electrocu-
tion, collision and poisoning.

Status and distribution in Lebanon: Un-
common to scarce passage migrant
over most of the country. Very few scat-
tered records in early February sug-
gests early passage rather than for win-
ter visitors.
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Main features for identification:

Adult mostly dark brown with under-
wing coverts paler or darker than flight
feathers. Unlike Greater spotted eagles,
the flight and tail feathers have well de-
fined bars, and the trailing edge of under-
wing has a dark band. Also, the oval nos-
tril sets it apart from the spotted eagles.
Juvenile has relatively thick white band
between wing coverts and flight feath-
ers from above and below, and an obvi-
ous white patch of primaries.
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Aquila heliaca

Eastern Imperial Eagle

Accipitridae

L 79 cm, WS 205 cm, W 3800 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable due to
rapid decline caused by breeding habi-
tat degradation, persecution, nest rob-
bing and collision.

Main Threats: Hunting, persecution, dis-
turbance at roosting sites, electrocu-
tion, and poisoning.

Status and distribution in Lebanon:
Rare passage migrant in late
February—mid-April and
mid-September-October along main
migration routes.
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Main features for identification: Adult
black-brown feathers with contrasting
pale golden crown and nape. Shoulders
have white patches. Pale uppertail with
sub-terminal tail black band tipped
white. When soaring its tail is usually
closed and narrow. Juvenile told from ju-
venile Steppe Eagle by bold streaks on
the underwings and the underside of the
body and by absence of the broad white
band between wing coverts and flight
feathers through underwing.
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Otis tarda

Great Bustard

Otididae

L 90 cm, WS 240 cm, W 13000 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable.

This species has suffered rapid popula-
tion reductions across most of its range
owing to the loss, degradation and
fragmentation of its habitat, as well as
hunting.

Main Threats: Habitat loss and degrada-
tion, hunting, global warming, and
wind turbines.

Status and distribution in Lebanon: Con-
sidered “accidental” by Cramp & Sim-
mons (1980), but it was not recorded
in Lebanon at least since 1944
(Cawkell, 1944). However, it may reap-
pear as this happened with other simi-
lar species.
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Main features for identification:

Unlikely to occur in Lebanon. Identified
by its size, grey neck and head, brown
back barred with black, and white under-
parts. Males develop chestnut breast
bands with age. The long wings are
edged brown with a large white patch in
the middle.
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Chlamydotis macqueenii
Macqueen's Bustard

Otididae

L 62cm, WS 145 cm, W 2300 g
Conservation status: Vulnerable. This
species is subject to considerable
over-exploitation and declines have
been estimated in a large proportion of
its total population.

Main Threats: Habitat loss and degrada-
tion, over-exploitation, hunting, and
electrocution.

Status and distribution in Lebanon: Ex-
tremely rare passage migrant with four
records: Two old records in 1958: sin-
gles at Ainbal on 12 October and south
of Baalbek on 30 October (Flach 1959).
And two recent records of shot birds in
2016: singles at Sinay- Nabatieh gover-
nate on 13 November 2016 and Ra-
chaya Al Foukhar on 22 November
2016 ( GR-J & FI, 1917).
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Main features for identification:
Sandy-buff medium bustard. White un-
derparts, a tuft of hair-like feathers in
the centre of the crown, and long black
frill drooping down the sides of the neck.
In flight, long wings show black and
brown on flight feathers and a white
patch at the base of the outer primaries.
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Vanellus gregarius

Sociable Lapwing

Charadriidae

L29¢cm, WS 70 cm, W 2109
Conservation status: Critically Endan-
gered due to a severe decline caused
apparently by hunting.

Main Threats: lllegal hunting, Agricul-
tural expansion and intensification,
overgrazing, loss of steppe habitats
and global warming.

Status and distribution in Lebanon:
Rare winterer and very rare passage mi-
grant. A small flock at Ryaq in the Be-
gaa Valley on 30 October 1958 (Flach
1959) and three in a cultivated field
above Qaraoun Lake on 22 October
2004 (Ramadan-Jaradi et al 2004). On
December 2011 one was shot in the
Semi Deserts of Ras Baalbeck, on Janu-
ary 2012 one out of four was shot in
Hermel, and recently on 8 October
2016, one bird was shot in Akkar (Ram-
adan-Jaradi & Itani, 2017).
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Main features for identification: Medium
brown wader with long black legs, dark
cap on crown separated from a black
eye stripe by a white supercilium circling
the head. In flight shows distinctive
brown, white and black upperwing pat-
tern and white tail with a limited black
terminal band. Juveniles are paler with
streaked black belly.
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European Turtle Dove Srodll - Jeyill
Streptopelia turtur dwoloall :alunsll
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Conservation status: Vulnerable, the ey oalacl sl
species is undergoing rapid population Jgall jg@aig wolanlly unll ylbaill
decline. Glwjlaall eig joubll (pliolg dilasoeg
Main Threats: Hunting, drought, habi- el
tat loss and degradation, avian diseas- 2l poy gy (gl 6 ujoillg aogll
es, and changes in agriculture practi- @bliall 6 (Ll - olu) 3160 Lanas
ces. ol abuw ge jio 1800 gla)] i duinll
Status and distribution in Lebanon: Not ogaullg clallg Jogll anb) cladl og
uncommon migrant breeder(April-Au- &0 eyl Lloyjg (clayl @alg Gle dball
gust) in montane areas up to 1800m Jgic. Wil o5 aweubll Jail jjo dwono
asl in the Begaa Valley (mainly Hermel Plal go aulidll @blioll pheo (.6 5329l
and Qaa and the slopes above the val- Sl olu oo 6q)all) olpio LJJIgI S lal
ley), and probably on Palm Islands. T plgl Sl ol Jslgl 09 (Ul Laniio
Common passage migrant across most (Jalf plgl in T 3lgl o 8g)aUl) Sl

of the country in late March—early June
(peak early April-mid-May) and early
August-late November (peak late Au-
gust-late September).
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Main features for identification: A dove :dyggll 35221 Wlanllg dpuyidl Giljoll
with  distinctive barred neck-patch. clby bghs asy)i lgind) b Gle dolay
Upperparts are blue-grey and chestnut, ooy @il awall go sglell jall .clagug
with dark coverts and scapulars sur- dblw  wheidg wlilbe g0 liwsg
rounded by orange edges, breast is pink .l gballg o) janllg Gllaipl Lgnl;bl
and belly is white. In flight shows dark l.lj'.n.l.o ool aguul waiall gay Lolubll clist
tail with contrasting, broad white band, ciaj Lol diglgi 0 Gu5 Bl bupi g0
and grey underwings coverts. Juvenile Wl o Tl cigh goldl .solops oliall
duller and lacks neck-patch. sl b Gle dilodlell ansiig
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Saker Falcon - Jlj2ll j60
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Falco cherrug

Saker Falcon

Falconidae

L52cm, WS 115 cm, W 1000 g
Conservation status: Endangered since
2004 due to over-use in falconry, elec-
trocution, loss and degradation of habi-
tats, and agricultural products.

Main Threats: Hunting, trapping, perse-
cution, disturbance at roosting sites,
electrocution, and collision.

Status and distribution in Lebanon:
Open plains and arid -type habitats.
Scarce passage migrant along main rap-
tor migration routes and even rarer in
spring. Very scarce winter visitor with
most in the northern Begaa.

33l - Jljall jan
ayyénll :anall

olpe 1000 yjg oiiw 115 el aiiw 52 b

2o pball 52g0 :Lolle @bslaoll @l
dauchpl olgallg wipgail w2004 olell
o bpaall plasiwlly Jilgall lasog
" 4980l 340l
olejllg algbollg elipillg aunll jjUss Dl
olabolg Lygaillg cuall gilol o

o 2wl glid 5 ajoilly abgll
jgro .aolall (JD|J_|J|9 dagionll  Jagull
Spgll bgbs Jgb le api 8pagll
[FEYEVEN ?_LJ}“Q_DOJJJ pﬁl aaq druuiyl
Jlous 6 p.a)l slacl 20 il Jno 6
cladl
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Main features for identification:

Great variation in colors ranging from
chocolate brown to isabelline
(creamy-buff) colour with brown streaks
and bars to almost pure white. Larger
than Lanner Falcon but often with
creamy crown, less barred uppertail,
faint moustache marks and absence of
black forehead band. juveniles of the
Saker and Lanner species can be very
similar although the Lanner never shows
the all-dark thighs of the larger species.
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:duggll 33301 Wlenllg dauuuiyl Gljpoll
dopbll o JIiRll janl susio glgll cllis
2gjoall ailall Glogl I gSlall Gidl gu )20
aolll g daudye bgbag ai a_dgb bghay
095 o Wleg (sp5gll 8o o }l5| opdl
dgd ,J.nl awjc bgbs alg (i diid
:lg.wl bupi al guidg Gl wylig . Juall
oo polg Jijoll o 20l .dguall e
ooy U sl glo wlls 209 gl (sp59ll
on) il ellis daslh alel wal gesi gl
Jlsl
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Juvenile Syrian Serin - g6l (Sjquull jlai
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Serinus syriacus

Syrian Serin

Fringillidae

L12cm, WS23cm, W12g
Conservation status: Vulnerable. It ap-
pears to have declined at key sites since
1996, principally owing to the effects of
a drought exacerbating the threat from
overgrazing pressure.

Main Threats: Habitat loss and degrada-
tion, severe drought and water abstrac-
tion, hunting and trapping for the
cagebird trade. Recently, climate
change and competition with European
Serin at breeding sites.

Status and distribution in Lebanon: Very
common summer breeder from early
March-late August in the Beqgaa Valley
and in some rocky montane areas. Main-
ly recorded in open cedar, pine, cypress
and fir forests. During post-breeding dis-
persal, commonly found above the
tree-line. Some recent records during
the last 5 years suggests a resident
breeding Syrian Serin.

gSjg.u.lJl Jlaill

ayjguupill dnsll

plp:12019 Loillw 23 ¢l @i 12 b
gats]ii) ail g .uis :lalle abslaoll als
0 W sl woleall cuwy 1996 olell aio
Sl el bon o il il Il
woloall lmjgeald gl Jilgall glass jiasil
asy Jodl alaallg anll olwll alAiwl
e dipall sl gog .pab jganes
&0 919l jleill 20 awoliy ellasg sliall
Lguo gletly Gl gdlodl sy

2160 100 3lial &b migilly sl
cladl o il plalg ol Jlgl g 1o 2Ly
amgl 28le .aypaonll Juall @bbﬁ gatoIle)
paindl vibleq dngiaall il g5lol Ttk
el awgo 2wy @jely .ogullg gpullg
O poudl by (sqlwo @Ggo dnbd
aolall guasll wigiwll 6 lLllJZE)LJJ.Oﬂ
ol 0 a0 §)jguill jledl gl (ogi
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Main features for identification: Small
compact finch, with bright yellow and
pale grey feathers, grey beak, and large
eyes surrounded by a bright yellow ring.
Resembles European Serin, but lacks
strong streaks on flanks and underparts,
it shows orange fringes on longer tail,
light olive fringes to flight feathers and
light olive bars on coverts. Breeding
male shows rich orange-yellow fore-
head. Juvenile duller and lacks the yel-
low on face and wing coverts.
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:duggll 23221l uln.l:».llgﬂ il Sljaoll
.ails (salojg 2ol janl gy d poo jloi
aslo lagy byoy giipwlg ayiseg oloj ojlaio
Jooy U diblg L_.,Jgjg_IJI el audy cllen
a aaun Jewly auib e dlgb lbghs
wolgng . Jughdl abis gy Gle adlaip Lolgn
abje bghsg oolgall Lle ails dighj

Clilnsll e digh
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Female Rustic Bunting - (gp8Jl duuja il
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Emberiza rustica

Rustic Bunting

Emberizidae

L14.5cm, WS23cm, W19g
Conservation status: Vulnerable. This
species underwent a continual decline
of 30-49% over three generations.
Main Threats: Habitat loss and degrada-
tion, agricultural intensification, and
hunting.

Status and distribution in Lebanon: List-
ed as a vagrant in the past. More re-
cently, two records: one at Aammiq on
4 November 1999 (Beale 2000) and
two there on 25 December 2003 (Ram-
adan-Jaradi et al. 2008).

vl danja - syl danja

aypiell :aunall

,olp:19ujg Qw23 ¢l aliw 145 b
I35 g .@id :lelle absloall al
JAb oy bpigry lniwo jgeai gqill
30-49% & awslall Gl Jus Dl
Laiidi ejgmai gl Jilgall glass :laail
aunllg dcljl

o)l ggid waio :glid (6 aujgillg agll
Gl g 6 amgiy as . olall 6
oudi (509 (2000 Ju) @roe o 1999
olooy) 2003 Jodl ggils o sbgall
(2008 asloyg salpll

JAN  FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

Main features for identification:
Resembles Reed and Little Bunting,

but It has white underparts with red spot-
ted flanks, rufous unstreaked rump, and
pinkish legs and lower mandible. Adult
male has distinctive black head with
white throat and supercilium, and red-
dish breast band and nape.
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:duggll 23323 Cilénllg duugdidl Cljroll
galg  dpenll dawjally wndll dwjn add
ole cloo bléi go by ddowll il
Heg joao josll .gbulg janll il
Jléiall d.li.‘bg: d.le Joydli .bhio
6j2ing jroo dguwl gl LUl }_‘JJ.U sldull
.opoow lasllg jandl plis . Al lagigh Liolog
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A complete photographic guide to game birds,
look-alikes, and globally threatened bird species
in Lebanon
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